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INTRODUCTION

This book, Letters from Kathmandu: the Kot Massacre, belongs to the
general category of documentary history. However, dealing as it does
with one of the great turning points in the history of our Country, the
documentary materials presented have a driving force of special fascina-
tion and appeal. As the editor points out, the documents presented here
in an edited form describe events in Nepal as they were observed and .
interpreted by the British Residents in Nepal. Without trying to elimi-
nate their bias, the editor has indicated in his notes and introductory
explanations the special areas in which the reader and student of history
shouid be especially alert for distortiore or questionable interpretation.
The result is a gripping story that develops step-by-step as each document
unfolds.

We at CNAS think that books such as this one are useful for the
mature reflection on the history of Nepal that they promote. Though no
description of events will ever satisfy our desire to know why things
happened as they did, each piece of testimony and description we acquire
adds to our own ability to propose possible explanations of events in the
light of our own experience and national feeling.

If Letters from Kathmandu encourages this sort of reflection, we at
CNAS will feel that we have done our task.

CNAS
Kirtipur
21 September 1980






PREFACE

Letters from Kathmandu: the Kot Massacre is a small book I have
prepared primarily for the history students at Tribhuvan University.
I assume others will also find food for thought in these pages. Indeed,
I hope they will. But my primary concern in this book has been the need
of the students. I have had their needs in mind (as well as their back-
ground) in deciding the mode of presentation, the annotations, and the
introductions. The students, I thought, needed a relatively large col-
lection of documents on the history of Nepal that were concentrated on
one specific major historical event. The letters produced here are
focused on the Kot Massacre and provide a fairly coherent story of the
events that 1mﬁ_3-ate1y preceded the Kot. There is an added bonus in
this selection, since these letters form the foundation on which all
historical accounts of the Kot Massacre published in modern times have
been based. With such a rich background against which to read, the
student should be in a much better position to evaluate the 1nd1vidual
historian's selection of detail and interpretation of events. Whether
my assessment of the students' needs is correct or not is something only
time will tell.

Some critics have suggested that Letters from Kathmandu would have
profitted the students more if the letters had been translated into Nepali.
This is an interesting argument, but it is not really sound. The letters
as they are found here are edited, it is true, and in that sense they are
no longer the original documents. However, in all critical passages the
original language has been retained so that the student will in fact see
the documents in their original language and, in addition, will have the
exact wording of all policy-connected statements.

The reader will find, however, that this collection contains a number
of translated letters. The use of these translations would seem to violate
the principle just stated. However, it must be borne in mind that these
are the official translations that actually served as the basis of discus-
sion for the Governor General in Council. The original language of these
translated letters was, of course, Persian, which was at that time the
language of diplomacy in all dealings with the East India Company. Little
would be gained by printing the Persian, whereas having the actual text
which formed the basis of the Governor General s deliberations offers
many advantages.

The question: why edit? is certainly appropriate here. The advan-
tages to be derived from the or1g1na1 text are enormous, as any historian
well knows. The problem to edit or not to edit? wds one that I struggled
with for some time. I had almost decided to leave the material in its
original 'shape when I began to encounter some of the most turgid prose
that as an historian I have ever had to struggle through. Brian Hodgson
may have been a great scholar of things Nepali, and he surely remained
in Nepal 1ongor than any other British Resident, but his despatches were
far from being the most 1uc1d There  were tlmes when I thought that his



reports must have driven the officers of the Political Department in
Calcutta to distraction. A paragraph such as this one therefore seemed
to require some editing:

Upon this hypothesis, the various extraordinary
circumstances adverted to in this despatch be-
come intelligible and from too the consistent
sequel of prior events; whilst if it be true that
the incidence of the profit of sin may guide one
to its perpetrators, we are led by this clue also
into the same labyrinth. The Raja even and yet
more the Chiefs and the Country are overwhelmed
with feelings of indignation, of shame, and of
apprehension.

Surely, I thought, something must be done to make this a little more
intelligible for the students. I decided:

1) to edit the letters where they were especially difficult;
2) to retain the most critical passages without change; and
3) to preserve as far as possible the flavour of the original.

If Hodgson wished to be a bore, it was his prerogative, but at least 1
could try to help him be a more intelligible bore. Whether I have suc-
ceeded in making him any more intelligible, I cannot say, but I have
had the fun of trying. My version of the above paragraph:

Such an hypothesis would explain the various
extraordinary circumstances described in this
despatch as well as the consistent sequence of
events leading up to the mutiny. We also arrive
at the same conclusion if we follow the maxim

that the guilty are those who profit from the
crime. Even the Raja, and yet more the Chiefs

and the whole country are overwhelmed with feel-
ings of indignation, of shame, and of apprehension.

I nurse the hope that my work has not done serious violence to the mean-
ing of the documents. For the professional historian I have prepared

a copy of the original material, unedited, which will be found in the
Central Library of Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur Campus.

The spelling of words has been a minor problem. For such words as
favour/favor, etc., I have found that the earlier documents uniformly
use the so-called American spelling. 1In the mid-1840s, however, the
change began to take place, and one finds both spellings used. I have

tried to retain the earlier spelling for the sake of some sort of com-
sistency.
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Capital letters posed an interesting problem. Our correspondents
used capital letters as a manner of expressing mild emphasis. Capitals
turn up in the mwost surprising places. Where the ipsissima verba have
been retained, the capital letters have been retained. But in the
edited portions, I was obliged to follow my instinct. I am sure that
some similar wmanner of dealing with punctuation ought also to exist,
but I confess I have not discovered the clue to punctuation as used dur-
ing this period. To me it seemed that commas appeared in the middle
of a thought-line or just appeared at random. I have taken the liberty
to re-arrange these to the best of my ability and the skill of my printers

Nepali dates have provided an exceptional challenge. The dates
Hodgson cites bear no resemblance to any system with which [ am familiar.
He fails to specify whether he is following the solar calendar or the
lunar calendar. We should expect, of course, the lunar calendar at this
period, but if this is what he follows, he has failed to spccify which
fortnight of the month is involved. I have assumed therefore that he was
using a calendar provided by Calcutta (for which he thanked the political
secretary from time to time). Quite possibly he used a calendar based
on his own calculations. It is also possible, of course, that my own
calculations are faulty and that Hodgson even now is chuckling at my
ignorance.

The nouns: Nobles, Chiefs, and Bharadars are used in quite interest-
ing ways. After studying the documents, I suggest that Chiefs are lower
ranking Bharadars and Nobles are higher ranking Bharadars. As a rule the
Residents distinguished between the Bharadars and military officers, from
which I conclude that they intended the expression military officers to
refer to officers actually exercising line command as opposed to officers
serving in the Darbar, who would technically be Bharadars. The word
Darbar is used to express three ideas: the place where the King resided,
the nobles who were grouped in that place, and a meeting of the King with
his nobles. This can be confusing, but the idea is approximately the
same as the English 'Royal Court'.

That Hodgson had a sense of humour may come as a distinct surprise
to some. He exercised it in his choice of nicknames or code names. At
one stage of his career he seemed té6 have had a great reluctance to naming
certain persons in his despatches. For these persons the nickname came
into use. Hence Mathabar Singh Thapa was Exul as long as he was in India.
Laxmi Devi was Bella. Karbir Khatri was Viator. Samrajya Laxmi was
Termagant. We also find Willow, Eugenius, Pontifex, etc.--approximately
twenty of these names in all. I found it difficult to identify the per-
sonality that went with each nickname and almost impossible to trace out
complex plots and counterplots as long as the key personalities were
identified only by nicknames. Fortunately Hodgson was not consistent,
and it was always possible to find a letter in which he referred to a
given personality both by his own name and his nickname. Armed with this
key, I translated all nicknames into the real names of the persomalities
in question. Alas, Hodgson's humour went out the window, and it wvas a
real loss. I took great delight in seeimg Rajendra Bikram described as
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Willow and Chautaria Fatteh Jung Shah described as Phoboggnitus (born
scarred) ..

Ranks and positions in the Nepalese Darbar can cause confusion.
The following guide, published first by Daniel W. Edwards in his
Patrimonial and Bureaucratic Administration in Nepal: Historical Change
and Weberian Theory (a dissertation submitted to the University of
Chicago, 1977) p. 50, may prove useful:

Bada Kazi
Kazi
Sardar

Mir Subba
Subba

Naib Subba
Khardar
Dittha

Naib Dittha
Bichari
Mukhiya
Naib Mukhiya
Naib Writer
Bahidar
Nausinda
Sipahi

After a bit of reading, however, one develops a sense for the high and
low. This is perhaps more important than being 2ble to locate a given
individual's rank in the hierarchy. One's importance arose from
proximity to the King, and therefore some men enjoying less impressive
titles had influence far beyond that which their title suggested.

Preparing the book has been a delightful task. I have enjoyed my
vicarious experience of this period, and I hope my readers will enjoy
some of this as well. The years 1839-47 were not pleasant, but for me,
at least, they came alive and enriched my whole experience of the birth
of the Rana period of Nepalese history. I owe rich thanks to Fr. John
K. Locke, S.J., who was gracious enough to listen to my babbling enthu-
siasm day after day while I worked over the manuscript. Such patience
must surely merit a great reward. I am also openly grateful to the
Executive Director and the staff of the Research Centre for Nepal and
Asian Studies for allowing me the time to work on the manuscript as well
as constant encouragement. The staff of the National Archives of India
were magnificent. May all historians have an opportunity to work with
them. Hal Kuloy and the publishers of Kailash have graciously consented
to my reproducing the drawings that illustrate the book, for which I am
especially grateful. To Ms. Amrita K.C. my special thanks for her
patience and dedication in preparlng the typescript, and to Ms. Jaya
Karky, who was ob11ged to listen to my theories and interpretation of
events from the day the book began to ‘take shdpe until the last line was
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written. Fr. James Donnelly, S.J., of St. Xavier's School has cheerfully
undertaken the tedious task of checking the proofs and for this I am
deeply grateful.

30 March 1980

Kirtipur
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ONE
Samrajya Laxmi Devi's Book

This is the story of the rise and fall of Samrajya Laxmi Devi.
Samrajya Laxmi, the Senior Queen of King Rajendra Bikram Shah (1816-47),
was a fiercely independent woman who dominated the Nepal Darbar from 1839
to 1841.

Although Samrajya Laxmi enjoyed power for only a short time, she
changed irrevocably the politics and the fate of the Darbar. Whether
this change in the Darbar was for the better or worse, the reader will
have to decide. But change it she did, and &1l those who are concerned
about the Kot Massacre and the events that caused that frightful moment
in the history of Nepal cannot but pause to ponder the influence she had
on the lives and destinies of men.

Samrajya Laxmi chose to uge one branch of the Pandey family, whom
Resident Brian Houghton Hodgson insisted on calling the 'Kala Pandeys'
(the Black Pandeys), as instruments of her will and her scheming. By -he
end of Samrajya Laxmi's era, the Kala Pandeys were no longer a party il
contention for the power of the Darbar. This in its.1lf was not a total
disaster. The Kala Pandeys, under the leadership of Ranjung Pandey, had
shown themselves to be remarkably incompetent. They were unable to grasp
the changed relationship between Nepal and the Easr india Company nor could
they appreciate the fact that the East India Coumpan. “ad consolidated its
power in the years after the Nepal-East India Comp~ny War (18l4-16). By the
end of the decade, there was not a power in the north of the subcontinent
that could withstand the Company's military might. One shudders at the
thought of what might have happened to Nepal had the Kala Pandeys actually
led the nation to war against the British as was their constant pledge. No,
the removal of the Pandeys from power was not a disaster to the Pandey family.
But the Kala Pandeys suffered a fate much worse than merely being turned out
aof office. They listened all too eagerly to a rumour that Queen Samrajya
Laxmi had died of poisoning, forged this rumour into a weapon of their own,
and used it in their struggle against the Ministry of Chautaria Fatteh Jung
Shah. King Rajendra Bikram, furious at this rumour and its implications,
accused the Kala Pandeys of manufacturing it for their own purposes (for
he knew the rumour to be a lie) and struck the leaders of the family down.
The destruction of the few remaining leaders of the family was completed
when Bhim Sen Thapa's nephew Mathabar Singh Thapa returned to Nepal, demanded
a confrontation with those who had accused his uncle of poisoning Samrajya
Laxmi's youngest son, and forced them to confess to conspiracy and false
accusation. The surviving members of the family were banished from Nepal
on trumped-up charges in October 1844,

Chautaria Fatteh Jung Shah's Ministry had been put forward in Januar
1841 as an alternative to Ranjung Pandey's Ministry. Resident Hodgson gave.
this Ministry as much support against Samrajya Laxmi as he dared (and far
more than was prudent). He thereby created the belief in the Nepal Darbar
that the Company could maintain a party in power in Katlmandu merely by
lending that party its support. Such was one result of Heodgsor's concern



for the Fatteh Jung Shah Ministry. When the Governor General ordered
Hodgson to take a neutral stance, Fatteh Jung's Ministry collapsed, to be
replaced by Mathabar Singh Thapa. Mathabar Singh was one of the many to
be deluded by the belief that the Company's support was the surest prop a
Prime Minister could have in the unstable world of the Nepal Darbar. The
Governor General's insistance that the Company supported only the King fell
on deaf ears, until it reached Jung Bahadur Kunwar (Rana)...but this is to
move ahead of our story.

Hodgson's diplomatic career, also, was blighted by his brief encounter
with Samrajya Laxmi. Because he became too involved with the Fatteh Jung
Shah Ministry, he was unceremoniously removed from office. And, since his
health would not-permit him to work in the plains of India, his removal
from the Kathmandu Residency was tantamount to retiring him from the.
Company's service. Unfortunately for Hodgson, he was removed at a time
when his studies into Nepalese life and society, his major concern for
twenty years, were just beginning to bear the richest harvest.

The violence felt and feared by everyone who was obliged to deal with
Samrajya Laxmi did not break out during her lifetime. But she fanned the
sparks and encouraged the fires of violence by relentless opposition to
Resident Hodgson and to all who sided with him. The tense political
atmosphere in the Kathmandu Darbar was as dry tinder to the heat of her

anger, and this did indeed flame up after her death until the whole of the
Darbar was seared by its heat,

One is not surprised to learn that Samrajya Laxmi's owp death was
hastened by a flaming row she had with the King and his nobles about the
Darbar's policy towards the East India Company. Her body, already in the
grip of aul fever, contracted during her last incredible display of in-
dependence and self-will, broke under the strain. She died of malaria on
6 October 1841, and Nepal was never the same after her passing.

Too often obscured by her strong will and her political ambitions was
her deep love of Nepal and her willingness to struggle agajnst what she
saw as the crushing weight of the Company's influence. And Hodgson, with
his rules and regulations, customs and traditions--all worked up, as she.
thought, to confine and hem-in an independent people--was the personlflca-
tion of all that she despised in the Company. He called her 'Termagant
What name she called him, history has not dared to record.
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CHAPTER ONE
The Good 01d Gorkha Policy

On 6 February 1840 Ranjung Pandey was appointed Chief Minister of
Nepal. King Rajendra Bikram Shah (1816-1847), in keeping with his own
desire to retain control of the Nepalese Darbar and its foreign policy,
gave Ranjung only nominal powers. This pleased neither Ranjung Pandey
nor his advocate, the Senior Queen, Samrajya Laxmi Devi, who continually
pressed their own causes.

The activities of the Senior Queen and Ranjung discussed in this
chapter are two: the Nepalese infiltration into the Ramnagar area and the
mutiny of the Kathmandu garrison on the night of 21 June 1840. 1In a
serious misreading of British intentions, Ranjung permitted Gorkhali
troops stationed at Someshwar to infiltrate the Ramnagar area of northern
Bihar, well within the British territory. This seems to have been an
attempt to reclaim for Nepal lands that had long before been given to a
Gorkhali princess as dowry on her marriage to the Raja of Rammagar. 7The
Raja had died without leaving an heir. Since British policy regularly
laid claim to such lands, Ranjung apparently thought that quick actiow
on the part of the Gorkahlis would prevent the estate f:oom falling into
the hands of the British authorities. Hodgson, who had little respect at
any time for Ranjung Pandey, the man who had engineered the downfall and
death of Bhim Sen Thapa, was immediately suspicious that the Rammagar
incursion was a test case designed to learn whether Gorkhali troops might
raid into the Tarai with impunity. Upon investigation, however, the
British discovered that not only Ramnagar but Someshwar itself belonged
to them and that Someshwar was of great strategic importance in any British
plan to take military action against Nepal.

The second activity of the Senior Queen-Ranjung Pandey alliance was
no less significant for its bearing on Nepal-Company relations. Though
the mutiny of 21 June 1840 ostensibly dealt only with domestic matters,
the fact that the British Residency was left undefended and that threats
were openly uttered against the Residency and the Resident alarmed Hodgsou.
He was defenceless, for all practical purposes, and felt his only security
lay in demanding that the Nepal Darbar recognize its responsibility for
protecting the Residency.

The Governor General strongly supported Hodgson on both these issues.
He insisted that restitution be made for the Ramnagar incident and that
che Darbar protect the Residencey.

Ranjung thus found he had stirred up a hormets' nest of opposition.
His loss of prestige was measured by the extent of his defeat in both
ventures. More important for Nepal, Lord Auckland had been shifted in a
six-month period from a position of censure of Hodgson's harsh tone Loward
the Nepal Darbar to a position of almost unqualified support for Hodgson's
struggle with the Darbar. Thus, for a short while, Hodgson himself shaped
the Company's policy towards Nepal, and this left its mark on Nepal as surc
as the Bhim Sen Thapa period had.



Resident Hodgson to Government, 14 February 18401

Resident Hodgson informs the Govermor General of the appointment of
Ranjung Pandey as the Chief Minister of Nepal. His letter also refers
to Mepalese correspondence with Lhasa, the contents of which has stirred
Hodgson's deepest suspicions.?

ok kk kk
Sir,

"I have the honor to inform you that Ranjung Pandey was appointed
Mukhtiyar, or Minister, on February 6th. The Darbar officially notified
the Residency on February 10th.

2, I received the announcement as a matter of course and next day
sent to present my compliments to the Pandey. T tried on this occasion
to learn what powers had actually been conferred with the Mukhtiyarship
and whether the Pandey had been given the management of Residency affairs
along with the control of all other departments:

3. In this endeavour, however, I was unsuccessful. Indeed the partie
most intimately concerned (the Raja, Rani, and the Minister himself) would
not seem to be aware what powers have really been bestowed or received witt
the nominal Premiership just conveyed to Ranjung. Some time will probably
be required to throw light upon the true nature of the appointment. At
present it appears to be partly a juggle and partly a compromise. Though
the investiture occurred 8 days ago, there have so far been no practical
consequences whatever. :

4. I have already reported to you that the Darbar, upon the very
first rumour of our probable rupture with China, hastzned to communicate
with the Imperial Viceroy at Lhasa. I have now to add that this step has
just been followed up by a second letter, detailing our dlleged pxeparation
for war, and renewing the Darbar's expressions of devotion to the interests

of the Celestial Empire and to the will of His Excellency the Tibetan
Viceroy.3 ' . '

5. Copies of these letters I trust to be able to obtain before long.
In the meantime I am sorry to say that the symptoms of presumption and
restlessness so ordinarily characteristic of this Darbar have been very
considerably aggravated from the moment when it became known that our
Government was about to enter into hostilities with the Government of China,

which the Nepalese have long considered as the wisest and most powerful
Government on earth. o - ,

I have, etec.,

Kkkhkhkkk



Resident Hodgson to Government, 17 April ]8404

Hodgson intended this despateh to clarify for the Govermor General
the difficulty of conducting businegs with the Nepal Darbar. The rebuke
it drew from thé Governor General must have astonished him, and, in the
light of later events, it must also astonish the reader.

Rkhkhkk
Sir,

I have the honor to tramsmit to you translated transcripts of
correspondence with the Mahila Guru,> who as you are aware is nominally
in charge of Residency affairs.

2. My first note to the Guru, more formal than usual, was intended
to secure his sincere and able (but often ineffectual) assistance in
settling with the Darbar long pending matters of business in a business-
like and respectful manner. I owe it to this discerning energetic friend
of our alliance with Nepal to state that the reply to my note Was prepared
entirely without consulting him. He was permitted only to read it before
affixing his seal. This he was virtually compelled to do by the Darbar
in prosecution of that system of faithlessness and hypocrisy which has
long used the Guru's respectable name to cloak proceedings well known by
the Darbar to be utterly contrary not merely to his sentiments and views
of policy but also to his express and incessant remonstrances.

3. In my reply I have tried once again to explain the need for reason
and propriety of conduct on the Darbar's side. Of the six cases dealing
with the delay or denial of justice to British subjects which I submitted
to the Darbar during the last cold season, only one remains undecided.
However, other fresh cases have arisen and, I am sorry to say, are likely
to arise more frequently, unless the very rashness of the one responsible
for this wrong should itself persuade the Maharaja to take note of and
repress that person's activities.

4. I refer here to Krishna Ram Misra, the Raj Guru and our rent-free
land holder at Banaras (!! For many months he has exercised an illegal
control over the courts of justice of Kathmandu for the sole purpose of
extortion and chiefly at the expense of British subjects.® In the past
he has acted with more or less reserve. Now, without shame or sense, he
has defied decency. He has presumed to arrest one British subject and to
threaten another because they have dared to make a quiet and regular appeal
to me for official interference--an appeal which the Darbar itself admits
is just.

5. This matter was only yesterday brought to my notice, so I do not
yet have the full and accurate details. I have little doubt, however,
that all and more than all of what is alleged is true; and upon that
presumption I beg to solicit your instant though succinct instructions as
to the course I am to pursue.



6. In the meanwhile I have with guarded caution merely made a private
request to the Mukhtiyar of the Residency for information, as will be seen
by my fourth enclosure, the tenor of which will, I trust meet the approba-
tion of Government.

I have, etc.
hkhkkhk

Government to Resident Hodgson, 4 May 18407

Sir,

I am directed by the Governor General in Council to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 17th April with transcriptions of your
correspondence with the Mahila Guru on the differences existing between
you and the Darbar.

2. In reply 1 am desired to state that while the Governor General
in Council approves the vigilant care which you give to the just rights
and interests of British subjects in Nepal, he yet cannot but remark that
the tenor of your correspondence is more acrimonious and dictatorial than
is suitable to the position of the Resident acting on the part of the
British Government at any Native Court, and that it may lead to feelings
of irritation and estrangement which cannot but operate prejudicially
upon the general condition of the relations between the two governments...

kkkkhkk

N

Resident Hodgson to Government, 22 April 18408

Hodgson reports the removal of the Mahila Guru from the charge of
Residency affairs and the resultant strengthening of Ranjung Pandey's
grip on the administration.

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that the Darbar Munshi and the Sardar
who ordinarily attends on the Resident came to me on the 17th of April to

announce that the Mahila Guru had been replaced in the office of Mukhtizar
for Residency Affairs.

The announcement was made to me in a vague and odd way. It seemed
to indicate a wish on the Darbar's part to discover whether I was inclined
to oppose the measure. I have since heard that such, in.fact, is the case
and that the Darbar, somewhat alarmed, and disappointed too perhaps, by my
quiet and silent assent, has not yet ventured to entirely fulfil its pur-
pose by communicating to me the reason for his removal.

2. With a view to business I shall not, I think, have much reason
to regret the end of the Mahila Guru's merely nominal intervention. As
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an indication of the temper of the Darbar, however, I see in this measure
a serious proof of increasing impracticableness. For the Mahila Guru's
even nominal charge of my affairs was always a pledge that the Darbar had
yet some scruples to overcome. That able gentleman had, all his life,
been known as the firm advocate of good faith and good manners towards

my Government and its representetive.

3. I trust I shall be authorized to convey to the Mahila Guru some
expression of the Governor General's sense of his merits. With reference
to coming events, I would suggest that expediency not less than justice
seems to require that the Guru should be assured that his thankless efforts
to enforce honest and courteous dealing have at least been apprecxated by
our Government, if not by his.

I have, etc.
hekk ko

Resident Hodgson to Maharaja, 9 May 18409

TRANSLATION

Hodgson protests the Ramagar 'aggression' to the King of Nepal.
The strength of the British reaction reveals the flaw in Ranjung Pandey's
assessment of Nepal-British relations which led directly tc his replace-
ment as Prime Minister. The effort to resolve this crisis drew Hodgson
into Nepalese politics, an tnvolvement which in time would prompt the
Governory General to remove him from Nepal.

hhkkkhkk

(after the usual compliments)

From a letter of the Joint Magistrate of Champaran dated the 27th
April and from another of the Collector of Saran dated the 5th May to
my address and also from the reports submitted to those gentlemen by the
ThanadarlO and Tehsildarll of Rammagar, it appears that an officer of
Your Government named Jasbir Rana, attended by 100 soldiers in arms,
proceeded on the 9th of Chait to Sahadra Asthan in Ramnagar and forcibly
levied the Sair dues payable at the annual fair held there on the day.
The said Rana and party also proceeded a second time on the 25th Chait
to the south, removed the chowkies at Parsanda and Doodhara (placed there
by the renter on the part of my Government), took possession of 29 vil-
lages of Tappa Jamolia, and having called together the Mulguzarls!12 told
them that he had come by orders of his Government to collect tne public
dues which were in future to be paid solely to him.

Adverting to these complaints I have to request an immediate expla-
nation of the irregular circumstances in question.

If Your Highness will turn to the boundary map for Sarkar Champaran,
Your Highness will find that in that part of the frontier of the two
States the boundary line runs in an even course east and west along the
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ridge of the first range of Hills, here called 'Churia Chati' but there
'Someshwar'; and that below the Someshwar range not a foot of the level
country belongs to Nepal. If again, Your Highness will cast your eye
over the same map in a direction south from Someshwar, Your Highness
will find there the major part of the villages named by the Tehsildar of
Ramnagar as having been taken forcibly by Jasbir Rana. These villages
stand upon the level plain at a distance varying from 3 to 6 cos from
the Someshwar ridge, and the villages in question are consequently 6 to
12 miles within the British limits. I trust that some mistake will be
found to have been made by the Thanadar and Tehsildar of Ramnagar in
their reports above mentioned. But, as there can be none as to the
boundary, nor as to the necessity of preserving it inviolate, I have now
to request that Your Highness will instantly send orders to your chief
authority in that quarter commanding him to withdraw within the Someshwar
ridge any officers or men of Your Government who may have transgressed
that limit, and instantly to give back to the Joint Magistrate of Champa-
ran any lands or revenues recently seized in the plains south of the
Someshwar ridge. Should any question of title be raised, this must be
decided by the Darbar in communication with me. Wherever the right and
title may be, possession must not be forcibly disturbed by subordinates.
If a disturbance has taken place, the status quo ante must be at once
restored before any investigation of conflicting claims can be admitted.

B.H. Hodgson, Resident

ek ddkkkok

Report on the Present State of Taluk Rc-xmnagar']3

William Sage, Engineering Office, 3rd Division, 10 August 1840

The Rammagar area was not an important source of revenue. The
original British reaction to the Nepalese infiltration was based on the
suspteion that this was but the first of a series of infiltrations planne
by the Nepal Darbar and the determination to nip such a peolicy tn the bud
As it turned out, however, Rammagar, and more tmportantly the Someghwar
Ridge ‘above’ Rammagar, was of great strategic importance to the British,
as this report of William Sage explains. Although out of chronological
sequence, it 18 reproduced here to provide background for the sharp clash
the Rarmmagar incident provoked.

Kkkkkkk

When the boundary line was drawn by the Commissioners in April 1817,
and the surveys of the Gorakhpur and Champaran boundaries were connected
with that of Taluk Ramnagar, the Hills and Fort of Someshwar were include
in the Taluk, i.e., they were south of the boundary line.

This gave the Raja of Ramnagar, and through him the British Govern-
ment, possession of the pass of Someshwar, leading into Tappa Manuria. It
also opened an uninterrupted route between Mugoraie Khola and Gooseerce
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Khola, crossing the Beloo Khola, into the Valley of the Rapti, marching
to the westward of the Sidra Range of Hills and fording the Rapti about
twenty-five miles nearer its junction with the great Gandak than it was
forded by Colonel Nicol's column in 1816.

Possession of the Rapti Valley turns all the passes of the Churia
Ghati Range. It places Hetaunda and the valley between the first and
second range of Hills at the mercy of an invader. For this reason the
Gurkhas appear either to have evaded the evacuation of the Fort and Pass,
which the Treaty of 1816 required them to evacuate, or subsequently, with
the connivance of the last Raja of Ramnagar, to have taken possession of
the Fort and Pass of Someshwar. During the ilast war this pass was found
much too strong to be attacked, and was fortunately turned by the sudden
seizure of the pass on the Bikna Khola.

There is reliable evidence that when Mr. Brown, the Deputy Collector
of Champaran, was assessing the lands of the village of Santpur on the
Haria Naddi in 1838, the Gurkhas were in possession of the Fort and Pass
and had pushed their people half way down the face of the hill to the
south--although our ally, the Raja of Ramnagar, Tej Pratap Sen, had been
in the habit of using the Fort as a hunting seat.

How it happened that so important a seizure should have remained
unknown to the British Government, as I presume it has, it is not for me
to enquire. It does demonstrate the encroaching spirit of the Court of
Kathmandu that, although in 1838/9 they only claimed the Fort, saying
that the boundary line passed to the south of it, they afterward claimed
the sair, or all taxes due to the Raj exclusive of land revenue, in the
greater part of Taluk Ramnagar.

Amir Pratap Sen, the last Raja of Rammnagar, died without leaving any
legitimate child. On the death of his Rani, the Taluk, for want of heirs,
was attached by the British Government. An illegitimate son of the late
Raja, by a Gurkha woman, the daughter of one of their Subedars, then
claimed the Raj, and the Gurkhas simultaneously advanced into the plains
and seized eighty-five villages. The families of Nepal and Ramnagar are
connected. When the Government attached the Taluk Ramnagar, the Gurkhas
seized such portions of it as had been given to the Ramnagar family
previously to the treaty with the British Government in 1816. At the
same time it appeared generally understood that if the Chautaria, the
illegitimate son of the last Raja, had been recognized as heir to the
Taluk, the Gurkhas would not have made the seizures.

So strong is this feeling that one of the Chautaria's followers
admitted to me inadvertently that, by using the Raja's name and authority,
he could pass through all the posts occupied by the Gurkhas. I am in-
clined to believe that the Pretender to the Ramnagar Raj is in correspon-

dence with the people who have taken possession of the villages north of
the Tarai Road.
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The present state of the Taluk Ramnagar is far from encouraging to
the subjects of the British Government. The Ghoraits, or hereditary
police, have been prohibited for the last four months from making their
reports to the Thana, under threats of the severest punishment. And the
late lessee and present head of the village of Bankatwa, one of the vil-
lages seized, has been severely wounded and has little chance of recovery.

It appears to me that although the villages have been given up and
the Gurkha Government may be sincere in their present orders to withdraw
all interference with Ramnagar, yet as long as the Pretender Chautaria is
allowed to remain on the frontier with his mother's relatives (all Gurkhas)
the Taluk must always remain in an unsettled state-—and the encroachments
of the Gurkha Government will, as far as possible, be concealed from the
British authorities.

Attaching the importance which I do to the Fort and Pass of Someshwar,
I should be wanting in my duty as a public officer, not to express my con-
viction. It is essential to the peace and security of the frontier that
the Pretender Chautaria and his family should be removed from Ramnagar and
that a strong detachment of troops be stationed at this place and formal
possession taken of Someshwar Ghari.

There is no Sal forest between Ramnagar and the Hills, which are only
ten miles distant. The road is open all year round, and communications
kept up with the plains. The Gurkha regular troops, according to all I
have been able to collect, have been in the Fort of Someshwar these six-~
months past, and are still in possession of it, despite the recent orders
exported from the Darbar. If the British Government, not knowing the
importance of this possession, were to fail on the present occasion to
demand that the Nepali troops evacuate it, the Court of Kathmandu might

consider this omission as a tacit recognition of their right to the Fort
and Pass.

[}

The boundary fixed in 1817 gives the command to the British Covern-
ment of all the passes in the Someshwar rangé of the Hills, stretching
from Tribeni on the left bank of the great Gandak to Bikna Khola on the’
right bank of the Uria Naddi. At the present I can only name those of
Bikna Khola, Someshwar, and Chitwan Joowari, about eight miles farther

west, but I have no doubt there are others unknown to any but the Tharus
and Parbatiyas.

A glance at the boundary map, in conjunction with one of Nepal, will
at once demonstrate the immense value from a military point of view of the
possession of the Fort and Pass of Someshwar. It gives, as I have already
shown in the commencement of this report, an uninterrupted route along the
valleys of the Manuree and the Rapti to Hetaunda and Makwanpur. I trust
Fhe importance of the posts on the boundary line will be ample apology,
if any be necessary, for my having gone a little beyond the orders I
received, in reporting at length on the state of the Taluk Ramnagar, and

showing the influence it possesses, as connecting the Nepal and British
Frontiers.....

kkkkkkk
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Resident Hodgson to Government, 5 June 1840”’

In 1840 a delegation was sent from Kathmandu to eearch in northern
India for suitable brides for the Crowm Prince of Nepal. They returned
in May. The prospective brides, tired and umwell from the jowrmey, did
not please the women of the Royal household, who declared them unsuitable.
Restident Hodgson was eummoned as a preliminary step towards requesting
passports for a second marriage mission. His report on the sequel 1is
itnteresting not only because of the eolution found for the marriage
problem but also for his opinions of the Senior Queen's methods and
motives.

*dkh Ak ok
Sir,

In continuation of my despatch to you of the 25th May, I have the
honor to inform you that the uproar so suddenly raised by the alleged
discovery that the Crown Prince's brides were unfit for his bed and even
for residence within the Darbar was as suddenly quelled, two days after
my visit. The supposed inauspicious marks on the ladies' bodies were,
in fact, pronounced auspicious and their unhealthiness but temporary.
The members of the marriage mission were then released from chains and
dismissed with dresses of honor. The new marriage mission, as well as
the Rani's pilgrimage to Banaras, were silently dropped. So I presume,
at any rate, for nothing further has been said on the subject.

2. What were the Darbar's motives for such an extraordinary proceed-
ing and for calling upon me in such a strange way to participate in them
before anything had been properly examined or understood? This I have
not yet fully learned. I hear, though, that my participation was chiefly
caused by the Raja's inability to control his wife and his belief that my
intervention would help him to that end.

3. Hardly had the disturbance caused by this affair settled down
when another turmoil was éxcited within the Palace by the Maharani.
Suddenly at midday she set out on foot from the Darbar, saying she was
going to Gorkha, and made her way through the town with no other screen
than that of a cloth supported by the hands of two Sardars. Nor was she
stopped and brought back until she had dragged the whole Court after her
for many miles,

4. Those who know as much of the ratioriale of these doings as any-
one but the chief actress herself can know, allege that she intends to
keep the Maharaja in perpetual distress and anxiety and thereby to disgust
him with the cares of royalty and to induce his resignation in favour of his
son, under whom as Regent the Maharani proposes and desires to have her un-
controlled way. As a nearer and preliminary step, Her Highness wishes the
full administrative power of the Kingdom to be committed to her creature
Ranjung Pandey, now the nominal Premier. The Raja is not inclined at the
present to permit Ranjung to make the Pajani (to dispose of all patronage
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and appointments) in the unrestricted manner which the Maharani insists
is the Premier's right.

4. This explanation of the domestic disputes of the Darbar is
probably upon the whole correct. But only more time can fully reveal
their real causes, like their probable results. Meanwhile I have the
satisfaction to know that my long conference with their Highnesses, as
already reported, pleased His Highness without offending the Rani, and
happily my words anticipated the sudden dissolution of the charges
brought against the young brides of the Crown Prince.

I have, etc.
khkkhih

Resident Hodgson to Government, 3 July 1840]5

Hodgson's report of the mutiny of the Nepal army is an important
document. In brief, Hodgson argued from the fact of the mutiny on 21
June to the ulterior motives of ‘the Senior Queen and the Minister. As
Hodgson stated the case, the causes of the mutiny and the fact that it
was being planned were well known long before the event. Had they wished,
the Queen and the Minister could easily have settled the problem. They
chose not to do so but rather to direct the violence of the troops against
leading nobles, their opponents. Hodgson's complex analysis of their

motives had a very strong influence on subsequent British policy towards
Nepal.

kkhkkkk

I have the honor to inform you that on the afternoon of June 21st a
general parade of the Nepalese troops was ordered on the Tundikhel to
hear some command of the Maharaja. Though the troops were not told in
advance the nature of the command, they may well have guessed it from
earlier events that were already widely known: a reduction in pay. This
measure had been long planned, and Kulraj Pandey had been named Paymaster
General on the condition that he implement it. The soldiers neither
wanted nor waited for the proclamation, but according to a prearranged

plan grounded their arms at once and demanded that their grievances be
redressed.

2, Tt must be admitted that their grievances were enough to try
their patience. Soldiers in Nepal are customarily enlisted for one year.
At the end of the year they are either reenlisted or paid up and dis-
charged. This, however, has not been done for the past two years. Rather,
the soldiers have been kept hanging on in service for eight or ten months
beyond the perlod of their enlistment and forced to suffer the constant
threat that fresh troops would be recruited near the end of the year to
replace them and, accord1ng to Nepalese usage, be entitled to the whole
year's salary though serving only a few months. 1In addition to this
anxiety, the troops were continually irritated by repeated rumours that
their pay was to be reduced by as much as one<half.
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3. It is no wonder that the Government's persistance in these
proceedings for two years should have led the soldiers to open mutiny—-
even though the Gorkhali soldiers are the most obedient and unassuming
in the world. What is difficult to credit is that the Minister did not
foresee the possibility of a mutiny and that the anxious meetings and
debates the soldiers carried on for ten days before the mutiny should
have escaped all notice and reprehension. The value of these reflections
will become apparent later in this report. In the meanwhile I want to
point out that the soldiers--as just as were the complaints that led to
their mutiny--attempted no violence for several hours. The single
exception to this was a casual fracas between some Gorkhali soldiers and
a young recruit belonging to the Residency escort, whose impudence alone
was probably to blame.

The First Violence

4, The circumstances of this fracas were as follows. The young
recruit with two of hie campanions was returning from the City about
7 o"clock p.m. Passing the Tundikhel he was attracted by the spectacle
of the mutineers and (so it is said) foolishly went towards-them to make
some comment on their misbehaviour. Some of the soldiers gave him an
angry response and several hot spirits rushed at him, one of whom hit him
over the head with a sheathed sword., The force of the blow was so great
that the sword cut through the scabbard. and inflicted a rather severe
wound, from which the blood flowed copiously. When the assailants saw
this, they drew back, and, thanks to the intervention of some of their
quieter comrades, the wounded man and his two companions were allowed to
go off. The Maharaja was immediately informed of the fracas. He sent
promptly to apologize to me and at the same time directed that the one
who had struck the blow should be arrested. But the mutineers--rapidly
growing more unmanageable because of the Darbar's inefficient and lelu-
sive attempts to compromise with them--refused to give up the offender.
However I, deeply aware of the urgency of diverting from the Residency
the attention of so large a body of armed, insubordinate soldiers, prompt-
ly quashed the inquiry I was making. I also sent instantly to the Darbar
to beg that the Maharaja would no longer trouble himself about this
trivial affair, but would give his whole attention to the grave matter
of the mutiny; for grave I knew it had already become.

5. In the meanwhile the night had set in, in darkness and in rain.
By eleven o'clock the reports I had received from the City and the Parade
Ground that the soldiers were acting violently led me to send for the
Gorkha Subedarl6 on duty at the Residency. I asked him if he had come
from the City. Yes. Were the soldiers plundering and perpetrating great
excesses there as well as using threatening language towards the Residency?
Yes. Had he received any orders? No. I then directed him to return
immediately to the Darbar to report what he had heard and seen in the
City, and to say in my name that I relied upon the Maharaja for doing
what was proper and necessary in my regard. The Subedar did not return
to me until past 12 o'clock. He said that the Maharaja had told him that
the soldiers were in a state of mutiny and that I must defend myself but
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warned me not to strike first. Was the Raja aware, I asked, of the
threatening language being vsed towards the Residency, of the rumours

of an attack on the Residency, and of the mutineers having actually moved
this way? The Subedar said he did not know; he supposed so. Then notic-
ing a part of my escort under arms within the Residency, he added 'I am
glad to see it. I am glad to see it. The mutineers are, or were only a
moment ago, within 400 yards of you, at the Chautaria's house, which they
are gutting.'l/

Defence of The Residency - Violence Spreads

6. Expecting the Darbar to provide protection if it became needful,
and most anxious to show no visible sign of fear from the hostility of
the mutineers, I had contented myself until 11:30 p.m. with sending scouts
in disguise towards the City and with warning the Subedar of the escort
to be ready for a sudden summons. Up to that time I had heard nothing
from the Darbar, and my scouts reported that a large body of mutineers
had left the City and were advancing in this direction. It seemed to me
necessary to prepare for a possible attack. Accordingly, as quietly as
possible, I got the magazine into the Residency. I also stationed half
the escort there and ordered the other half to be assembled at the quarter
guard under arms and ready to join their companions in the Residency on
my signal. I did not altogether expect an actual attack--at least not
by the main body of the Gorkhas. But I did think that some of them, ‘
urged on perhaps by mischief-makers or by their own worthless characters,
might come to the Residency. If they found me unprepared, they might °
prove as savage as they were cowardly. Even if a large body came, it
seemed that my preparation would give double effect to the protests I
planned to make to the men and also give the Darbar time to protect me,
if the Darbar were so disposed. The mutineers, I knew, had no ammunition,
whereas my handful of soldiers were well supplied. Posted as they were

on the broad rdof of the Residency, they would certainly have resisted
any attack for half an hour or more.

7. Such were my views in making preparation for an attack which,
though threatened, was not made., The mutineers halted at the house of
Chautaria Pushkar Shah, which stands alone about midway between the town
and the Residency on the high road connecting them, and proceeded at once
to the work of destruction. Then, after an ominous pause, they went back
to the City, where they continued their devastation until about one or
two o'clock in the morning. At last the Maharaja himself answered their
frequent summons to the Tundikhel. He promised that they should no longer
be annually exposed to be tricked out of months of pay nor forced to
accept an insufferable reduction in pay. The troops then rapidly re-
asgembled! shouldered their arms, and resumed their obedience, with the
Raja promising a more formal answer to their demands in the morning.

8. The violences of the mutineers were perpetrated between 9 to
10 g'clock p.m. of the 21st and 2 o'clock a.m. of the 22nd. During this
period the houses of the five leading Chiefs were entirely or partially
gutted of moveables. The doors and windows were dashed to pieces. The
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honor of the females invaded, but not a 1'outrance. Nothing that could

be broken was spared. Yet nothing was stolen. The cry of the mutineers
was: 'Woe to those who live in luxury themselves while they advise the
starving and the poor soldiers! Down with the Chiefs! Down with the
Feringies! We will be Chiefs ourselves. We will have back our old ter-
ritories. We will conquer the Ganges.' The Chiefs who were thus plundered
and dishonored were Rangnath Pandit, Pushkar Shah Chautaria, Kulraj Pandey,
Kazi Prasad Singh, and Karbir Pandey. In other words, the very persons

who have been simple or greedy enough to take upon themselves, since the
fall of Bhim Sen, a part or the whole of the responsibility of affairs,
without exercising any real power. This remained in other hands than
theirs and in hands which have preferred to work invisibly and to lay the
burden of affairs on other shoulders, including those of the Raja himself.

Suspicion

9. In this regard it is essential to remark that it was on the 2lst,
at about the same time the general parade was ordered, that the Maharani
set out for Thankot declaring she was going to the Plains. Also, through-
out that anxious night the Minister, though present in the City, pretended
to be 'ill and never 1left his house. The mutineers went first to his
mansion to demand satisfaction. This is the person who has for some time
past been the sole Minister and, ever since Bhim Sen's fate, the most
influential man in the Darbar. Yet strange to tell, he was able in a few
moments, despite his very recently simulated imbecility of mind, to satisfy
the rioters that he was innocent of their wrongs and to convince them that
he had. been, was, and would be their great advocate and ally. The muti-
neers left the Minister with cheers. It is certain that he never attempted
to repress their subsequent excesses; and it is suspected that he even
hinted where their vengeance was due!

10. On the following, or rather on that morning (the 22nd) the
Maharaja proceeded at daylight to Thankot to bring back 'the Rani. All of
the troops accompanied him under arms and in perfect order. Throughout
the day there was much secret and open debate at Thankot between the Raja
and Rani and between them and the soldiery. The troops demanded through
their deputies not only a written renewal of the Raja's promise to them
of the preceding night but also that the new Paymaster should be given
up to slaughter. They were reassured of the formal abrogation of all
innovations upon their ancient system of remuneration and a new Paymaster
was immediately nominated by the Raja in order to appease them. But they
would not accept the new Paymaster (Chautaria Guru Prasad) and they
immediately named their own man for the office who was no other than Jagat
Bam Pandey, the Minister's nephew, and as is said the Minister's prime
secret agent in all late tamperings with the troops. Be this as it may,
the soldiery certainly adopted with startling suddenness the Minister's
cause and even his sentiments, though till lately he had been very un-
popular with them. Also no less suddenly a general opinion went abroad
that the troops had obtained not merely forgiveness of their past excesses
against the Chiefs but encouragement to fresh and further exorbitances.
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11. With regard to the disputes between the Raja and Rani, it was
at the same time whispered that the Raja had agreed in writing to the
demands of the Rani and that his signature alone was needed to render
the Maharaja a complete cypher in regard to the government of his own
kingdom.

In the afternocon of this day, or the 22nd, the royal pair returned
to Kathmandu, accompanied by all the troops--the Raja in low spirits and
the Rani exceedingly gay and very gracious to the troops whom she called
her children and to whose cantonment she went before returning to her
garden house near the cantoument. Before the Rani departed, the replace-
ment of Guru Prasad by Jagat Bam Pandey as Paymaster General of the forces
was formally ratified.

12. The next day, or the 23rd June, Chautaria Pushkar Shah and
Rangnath Pandit went (separately) to the Maharaja to demand satisfaction
for the plunder of their property and for the insults offered to their
ladies by the soldiery. But neither of them could obtain any intelligible
answer. The Chautaria, whose family abounds with fine young men, offered,
if the Raja would give the word, immediately to drag forth into light the
secret instigators of the soldiery and to guarantee their safe and certain

punishment with the aid and approval of the very troops who had done the
wrong.

The-Raja Appeals to the Troops

13. The Raja seemed much moved by the Chautaria's offers and
assertions, but he could not be brought to act upon them; and in the
course of a few hours they were scattered to the winds by a written
communication which was sent from the Raja and Rani to the troops to the
following effect: The English Government is mighty, abounding in wealth
and in all other resources for war. I have remained friends with the
English so long because I could not cope with them. Besides, I am bound
by a treaty of friendship and have no excuse now to break it. Nor have
I money to support a war. Troops I have and arms and ammunitiort in plenty,
but no money; and just now the marriages of my sons are costing me more
than I know where to get. This is the reason why I have reduced your pay.
I want treasure to fight the English. Take lower pay for a year or two
and when I have completed the marriages and got some money in hand, I will
throw off the mask and indulge you with a war. But now the English are
my friends, and they have done me no harm. Again, the Bharadars (Chiefs)

complain that you have plundered and insulted them. What answer must I
make? :

14. The troops, by their deputies, gave immediate and ample replies
viva voce; but presently they said that they would submit their sentiments
in writing to the Raja if he would come to the Parade on the 25th. In the
meanwhile, when it was reported to His Highness what the soldiery had so
eagerly uttered, the Maharaja is said to have become pensive and alarmed.
On the f0110w1ng day, or 24th, His Highness proceeded from the Palace to
the Queen's garden house close to the cantonment (where the Rani persisted
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in staying) and there had a long and angry discussion with her, of what
nature may be guessed from the conclusion, which alone was witnessed.
His Highness, it is supposed, endured much customary dogmatism and scorn
from the Rani. At length he rose and loudly declared that the kingdom
was his and that the Rani would not destroy it, or if she did he would
not witness it. He would go himself to Banaras. Thereupon he ordered
his horse and hurried away to Thankot, the first stage on the journey
towards the Plains.

The Rani Returns to the Attack

15. This spark of decision on the Raja's part is said to have alarmed
the Rani, especially as her own favourite ruse of running away was thus
made somewhat ridiculous and at the same time turned against herself. She
lowered her tone; no longer insisted on the immediate signature of the
paper the Raja had given her; and in the course of the next day, the 25th,
cajoled His Highness back to Kathmandu. His Highness, however, had no
sooner arrived than the Lady resumed her tactics. She had already on the
previous day sent to ask me for a translated copy of the Governor General's
orders in regard to Her Highness' journey to Banaras. On the 25th a sum-
mary of these orders was sent to her in writing through the Raja. Despite
the plain tenor of these orders, the Maharani sent me, on her own part, a
memorandum demanding that I send her a passport immediately. The Raja at
the same time begged me privately to do no such thing., Up to the 1lst of
July this unintelligible proceeding was continued--the Rani insisting, the
Raja forbidding. Perplexed with many doubts, I evaded them both and re-
ferred the matter to the Minister, saying this was something in which I
could rot meddle under the circumstances without incurring a responsibility
both to the Darbar and to the Governor General that was more than I could
possibly bear.

16. The particulars of these requests for a passport to Banaras (a
mere pretense as far as actually going there was concerned) are too trivial
for a separate despatch. I mention them here in connection with the mutiny
of the troops both to illustrate the fraudulent demands of the Darbar and
because they have a direct bearing on the Rani's involvement in the intri-
gues from which the mutiny arose. Her journey to Thankot on the 21lst was
designed to conceal her secret activity to intimidate the Chiefs (and
possibly the Resident as well) by directing against them the blind fury of
the soldiery. Her later insistance on a passport, which she thought T dare
not refuse under the circumstances, was intended to blind me yet further
to her activity, but also, and chiefly, to alarm her submissive husband
into silent acceptance of all that had occurred and all that she proposed
to do further on the strength of that acceptance.

The Troops Speak

17. Returning now to the mutiny and to the 25th of Jume, I proceed
to give the substance of the troops' written answer to the Raja's (really
the Rani's) note to them of the 23rd, which the Raja went to their parade
to receive, according to their request. The answer was this: 'True, the
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English Government is great; but what care the bwanses (wild dogs) how
large is the herd. They attack! They are sure to fill their Lellies.
You want no-money for making war. The war shall support itself. We will
plunder Lucknow or Patna; but first we must be rid of the Resident. He
sees and forestalls all. We must be able, unseen, to watch the moment
of attack. It will soon come. It is come. Give the word and we will
destroy the Resident, and then war will follow of course. You want an
excuse for war. There is one ready made. Let us operate unseen, and

we will soon make the Ganges your boundary. Or, if the English want
peace and are your friends, as you say, why do they keep possession of
halt your dominions? Let them restore Kumaon and Sikkim. These are
yours. Demand them back, and, if they are not given, drive out the
Resident. You talk too of your Chiefs and their wrongs. Of what use
are the Chiefs? We want none. We will be Chiefs and soldiers too, The
Chiefs shall no longer do business with the Resident. The Munshi is
enough and occasionally the Minister, but no others. In the Thapa's time
(Bhim Sen) it was so. Let it be so again. Nor should Your Highness any
more than the Chiefs do business with the Resident. Leave it to the
Munshi and to Ranjung (the Minister). So it used to be.18 S0 it must
be again.'l9

18. The Raja perused the petition or address, paused for a while,
and then said he would consider it. He seemed oppressed with anxiety
but presently gave orders that the troops should fall into their ranks.
He then marched at their head by a wide circuit around the City, after i
which he quietly dismissed the troops to their cantonments.

19. Up to the present nothing further has been said upon the subject
of this petition. The soldiers, fully satisfied on the matter of their
pay and enlistment (the only matters which did or could concern them),
have for some days past returned to their usual habits of obedience. This,
despite the rash, the insane appeal to them, so formally made and answered,
and despite the complete impunity for their unprovoked attack upon so many
of their own Chiefs which, I need hardly add, has been granted to, them '
without question or inquiry. The earnest and repeated demands of Rangnath
Pandit and Chautaria Pushkar Shah, two of the most eminent men of the
kingdom and the chief sufferers, have achieved nothing.

The Politics Behind the Mutiny

20. The Darbar's refusal to search for the causes and authors of
the wrongs inflicted upon the Nepalese Chiefs is strongly indicative. It
does not, however, explain the events themselves. Though few persons
dare speak, no one at Kathmandu doubts either the Queen's aims or the
Minister's aims. These have been on record for years. Thus far, however,
these two have not been able to achieve their main objects owing to the
opposition of the Chiefs and the Raja, even though this opposition has
been laFgely negative, thanks to His Highness' unexplainable subjection
to petticoat rule even when he is afraid that it will be his ruin at home
and abroad. For the Queen and the Minister to make further progress, it
was necessary to alienate the Chiefs from the troops and isolate the Raja.
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And, since these aims could not be accomplished otherwise, it was decided
to carry them out under cover of the revolt which the soldiers were known
to have been preparing for months owing to wrongs of their own. These
wrongs were too gross not to have been corrected long ago by the ‘all power-
ful influence of the Queen and her favorite, had it not been their further
intention to lay the blame for this absurd injustice on their opponents,

to take the credit for correcting it on themselves, and thus to bind the
soldiery to themselves by all the causes and consequences of the revolt.

Such an hypothesis would explain the various extraordinary circum—
stances described in this despatch as well as the consistent sequence of
the events leading up to the mutiny. We also arrive at the same conclu-
sion if we follow the maxim that the guilty are those who profit from the
crime. Even the Raja, and yet more the Chiefs and the whole country are
overwhelmed with feelings of indignation, of shame, and of apprehension.

21. I have already mentioned Chautaria Pushkar Shah's offer to the
Raja to prove conclusively that the soldiers, left to themselves, would
not have committed the excesses they did against their Chiefs. The
soldiers were instigated to these acts, and the instigators' names are
known. Several of the soldiers attached to the Chautaria's family volun-
tarily revealed the plot to their patron. Once it was known that the
immediate agents were Jagat Bam Pandey, Dal Bahadur Pandey, and Ranbam
Thapa, no person conversant with the domestic politics of the Darbar
could doubt who directed their actions. These men are the creatures of
Ranjung Pandey, the Minister.

The Residency in Danger

22. Regarding the suggestion that the soldiers fully intended to
attack the Residency on the night of the 21st, and would have done so,
had I not made preparations to receive them--I doubt this. After compar-
ing and tracing back numberless rumours, it is my opinion that, if such
an intention existed, it was merely the reaction of a small group of
Gorkha troops to their accidental clash with my sipahi which was abandoned
when their companions refused to support them. In short, I acquit the
Darbar of any direct knowledge or instigation of so infamous an act. How-
ever, I feel obliged to add that, despite the undoubted risks of the night
of the 21st and despite the fury and unrestrained threats uttered against
us throughout the 22nd and 23rd (threats that made it impossible for any-
one to leave the Residency limits safely), the Darbar neither offered
assistance or advice nor enquired after our welfare. On this point, I
presume, we cannot with safety or honor grant the Darbar complete acquital,
nor upon the additional point of the Darbar's invitation and encouragement
to its troops, while in a state of irritation, to discuss the rights under
treaty of a foreign Government.

23. So long as I was disposed to rely on the Darbar's sincerity—as
I was for a while, owing to the Maharaja's handsome message about the
wounded sipahi—I felt the full expediency of silence. I believed that
the Darbar neglected me because the mutiny of the Gorkha troops was univer-
sal., But I soon came to know that a whole Battalion—the Khas Paltan, or
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King's Own--had never participated in any degree in the mutiny and was
throughout the night of the 21st on duty, as usual, within the Palace.
Why was a Company or half a Company of this Battalion not sent for the
protection of the Residency on that night? Why was not some popular
Sardar sent? Why was there no message, no enquiry--neither then nor
throughout the 22nd and 23rd, during all which time the City was resound-
ing with coarse and ominous threats? Many persons asked these questions.
When they learned that the Darbar had done nothing for our protection,
they kindly warned me in secret to keep myself and people strictly within
the Residency limits. I confess that after the first night had passed I
had no great fears of violence. But the Darbar's sincerity was every
hour more open to question. To make the Darbar aware of the responsibi-
lity which it seemed disposed to evade, on the morning of the 24th I
directed my Munshi to write to the Court Munshi and ask simply if the
mutiny were or were not put down. The answer was that it had been.
partially put down. On the next day, or 25th, the Court Munshi repeated
the same information to me orally. I then asked that I might have a note
from the Minister to this effect. On the 26th a dry response to my ques-
tion was furnished to me, without one word of explanation, apology, or
regret. Nor has any been given to me to this hour.

The Consequence: Apgression

24, Tt may be prudent perhaps to inform the Governor General that
there is only one Chief in this State with whom I have had any sort of
connection, and that gentleman has escaped all question or injury duringt
the recent uproar. No charge of intrigue, can therefore, be made against
me. My only offense consists in my presence here as a check upon the
hostile plans and wishes of the Darbar and in the support I have given to
all well-intentioned persons and more particularly to the Maharaja by the

uniform candor and courtesy of my frequent official explanations and
intercourse.

These explanations and that intercourse have, again and again during
the past 2 years, caused His Highness to pause and draw back when the
Queen and Minister had urged him to a course of intrigue or injustice
towards the British Government. Thus their hostility to me and their
desire to segregate the Raja from me20 are perfectly explained, since
these persons have long blinded His Highness to their traitorous schemes
at home by inflaming his vanity in reference to foreign relations.

Firm Action Required

25. The Raja lacks neither sense nor prudence. He does, however,
misunderstand our forbearance, and is as vain as a peacock of the fancied
importance of his martial little kingdom. Unhappily, he is surrounded by
those whose aim it is to influence his vanity and so to blind him to the
game they are playing in the domestic politics of the Darbar. The Raja's
timidity, however, is more than equal to his vanity. He is deeply aware
of our power and more than half suspects the sincerity and wisdom of that
advice which perpetually urges him to persevere a little longer in his
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attempts to deceive and wrong us. If the Governor General in Council took
some clear action directly addressed to his fears, I believe that the Raja
would awake from his delusion and free himself from the Pandey influence,
to the joy and approval of his Chiefs.

26. If, on the other hand, no notice is taken of these transactions,
I fear that, before long, the Chiefs will be crushed; the Raja will suc-
cumb; and the Maharani as Regent will expel the Residency. This will be
the first step towards the systematic renewal of those repeated aggressions
upon our territories which the Ramnagar case and the history of the last
war so, fully illustrate. (See Narrative of Political Relations)2l

27. Moreover, there is in this State a small and odious faction who,
lacking all legitimate influence, have already been forced to appeal to
the army for support. If events transpired as suggested, they would
probably soon be obliged to surrender more completely to the army'r passion
for war. though they themselves eventually came to realize that a policy of
war was futile.

28, It is not for me to presume to suggest the sort of proceeding
which could most conveniently be adopted towards Nepal. 1 am reliably
informed, however, and fully convinced that almost any firm action would
suffice. Two years ago, General Oglander's arrival on the border struck
a panic which almost brought the Raja to our feet. So now, when the
Palace is yet more divided, the Chiefs far more profoundly disgusted,
and the army half-disorganized, the resumption of our former military
positiaqns on the frontier (Nullye, Titalya, and Bettiah) with perhaps
also Mathabar Singh's simple appearance at Banaras, 23 would at once con-
found the intrigues of our most active enemies in the Darbar and give us
security during the coming eventful year or two.

29. We are not required to explain our motives for replacing our
troops in cantonments occupied by them for years. We are even less
obligea to explain the arrival in Banaras of a Chief whose private busi-
ness calls him there. The silent execution of these measures might well
be sufficient. However, I can foresee no evil and much good in Government's
admitting that the troops were moved to the border because of recent events
here--events which have necessarily placed the relations of the British
Government with Nepal and the safety of the Residency in a condition of
insecurity that is unacceptable. The future safety of the Residency ought
perhaps at the same time to be solemnly committed to the Maharaja's care
by direct letter from the Governor General to His Highness.

30. From a recent letter to my address from the Collector of Saran,
it appears that despite the Darbar's frequent verbal and written assurances
to me to the contrary, further aggressions are daily being committed upon
our territories in Saran. This will probably be considered additional
evidence of the necessity of some such course being taken with the Darbar
as I have ventured to point out. Though I might no doubt deal successfully
with these new aggressions, yet under all the circumstances I conceive it
better to wait for the instructions of Government.

I have, etc.
hkkkkkk
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Government to Resident Hodgson, 20 July ]84024

The Secretary to the Govermment of India outlines for Hodgson the
Governor General's plan of action towards Nepal. The Govermor General
wants the Ramnagar incident settled immediately. His dissatisfaction
with the Nepal Darbar's attitude is clear, and his request for further

information on the mutiny suggests that Hodgson's report of 3 July has
made its impression.

*kkk ARk
Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge your despatch of the 3rd July on the

recent mutiny of the troops at Kathmandu and on the proceedings connected
with that occurrence.

2. The general condition of our relations with Nepal, and the actual
state of that Government and Country engage the attentive consideration
of the Governor General in Council; but the policy of the British Govern-
ment must be in so very great a degree dependent on the issue of the
demands which you have been directed to make in regard to the forcible
occupation of our territory at Ramnagar, that his Lordship in Council
will postpone definite instructions, until he has your report of the
execution ot those orders.

In the meantime you are authorized to intimate to the Nepal Darbar
that your Government has viewed the continued usurpation of British
territory with extreme displeasure--that by every day's delay the occasions
for requiring reparation with satisfaction for that outrage have been
multiplied, and that the Government of India will speedily feel itself
compelled if satisfaction be not fully afforded to it, to march its troops
to the frontier, and to vindicate its honor and to relieve its subjects
from the violence to which they are exposed.

3. In the event of the despatches shortly expected from you on the
requisitions made respecting the transactions at Ramnagar being of an
unsatisfactory tenor, you will be prepared for hearing that a movement of
troops, so as effectively to remove all intruders from within our frontier,
has taken place, at the earliest period of which the season will .admit--
and you will act in such a contingency so as to avoid unnecessary risk
to yourself as to those connected with the Residency.

The measure will of course in the first instance be resorted to only
as one of indispensable local precaution and security, and it is not
anticipated that annoyance to you will arise in consequence.

4. The letters which you describe as having been interchanged be-
tween the Raja and the soldiery are of so important a character, as
affect%ng the relations of Nepal with the British Government, that his
Lordship in Council must desire to receive every proof which you can
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furnish of the authenticity of the statements communicated by you purport-
ing to be the substance of that correspondence.

5. On this point and in the position and influence of the persons
who have conducted the correspondence on the part of the mutinous troops,
and on the numbers and connections of those troops as regards the remain-
ing portion of the army whether at Kathmandu or elsewhere, your letter is
silent—-and you are requested without delay to transmit the fullest in-
formation in your power and sending also complete copies of the corre-
spondence in question if you should be able to obtain them.

Khkkdkkk

Resident Hodgson to Government, 14 August 184025

In amazing detail Hodgson answere the Governor General's request for
additional information about the mutiny of 21 June.

hkkkddkokk
Sir,

With reference to the 5th paragraph of your despatch of the 20th
July, requiring further information regarding the transactions of the
21st June, I have the honor to state as follows. The Raja's letter to
the troops was written by Uma Nath Khardar, a confidential scribe of the
Court and brother of Kasinath, who is head of that department. This
lettex was delivered by Captain Kirti Bir Khabas, a close personal atten-
dant and almost menial of the Raja's and Rani's. The Sipahis' reply to
the Raja's letter was written by the Senior Major, or accountant, of the
Sri Nath Battalion, by name Bir Bhadra, a Brahman and brother-in-law of
Kasinath mentioned above. This letter was presented to the Raja by
Abhiman Rana, a Captain of the Sri Nath and a man much liked by the whole
army--formerly a favorite of Bhim Sen and since his fall attached without
any special dependencies to the Raja. The substance of the correspondence
was procured for me by a Tirhut Brahman called Makur Jha, ostensibly
attached to Kasinath but really having his chief source of wealth and
trust in the Company's territories at the village of Binow and accessible
to me through the friendship of his wife with the wife of a secret agent
of mine.26 The substance of the letters in question was confirmed to me
verbally by various respectable persons who had obvious means to know it;
and I feel assured of its general truth. I have not yet succeeded in pro-
curing literal transcripts of the letters but still have hopes of success.
The mutiny originated with two large and favored Battalions of the Kampu
called the Sri Nath and Latur. As far as the soldiers' own grievances,
the plot of the mutiny was common to all the troops at the Capital except
the Hanuman Dal Battalion. All, with that exception, actually participated
in it, but the plundering of the Chiefs and threatening of the Residency
were peculiar to the Sri Nath, and the plan for this was known in advance
only to a few of the men, who were under the direction of Captain Ranbam
Thapa, Jagat Bam Pandey, and Dal Bahadur Thapa. These three persons are
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devoted adherents and confidential agents of the Minister and of the Rani
but otherwise wholly insignificant. Ranbam, lately a private citizen,
is now superintendent of the great magazine. Jagat Bam is the Minister's
nephew and favorite and a Captain. Dal Bahadur is the son-in-law and
betrayer of the late Minister Bhim Sen, formerly at the head of the Kumari
Chowk Adalat and more recently Paymaster General. The number of troops
actually engaged in the mutiny was about 6,500 as per annexed note. None
but the Metropolitan troops are known to have participated in any way in
the mutiny at that time or since. The connection between these troops
and the rest of the army is no other than such as arises between our own
native soldiers whether serving in the Presidency division or in any other
Lastly, the grievances of which the Metropolitan troops complained are not
known to have been experienced by the rest. Perhaps the Government planned
to introduce the innovations gradually. More likely the grievances, like
their result, were fomented, if not generated, by a political faction for
purposes relating solely to Kathmandu,

I have, etc.

Troops engaged in the Mutiny:

Sri Nath Battalion 1100 strong
Latur or Lighters 1100 "
Purano- Gorakh ' 600 "
Nayan Gorakh ‘600 "
Sri Mehar 400 "
Ram Dal (artillery) 600 "
Kali Bax 600 "
Devi Datta _ 600 "
Brij Bani » 600 "

. P.S. The§e questions would have been answered sooner, had I not
waited for copies of the correspondence required.

kkkhkhkkk
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W. Dampier, Superintendant of Police, L.P., to Government, 24 July 184027

Superintendant Dampier's police report brings the information that
Nepalese troops remain in the Rarmagar area. The report is important
for its clear statement of the Nepali position and should be compared with
the Xing's Lal Mohar to Hodgson, dated 8 September 1840.%8

Kkkkkkkk
Sir,

I have the honor to transmit to you a coﬁy of a letter dated the 22nd
July from Mr. Wilkins reporting that the Nepalese still retain possession
of the lands within our boundary.

2. Since I have been at this place I have made particular enquiries
regarding the Nepalese apgression. It does not appear that they have now
any desire to advance beyond the Tarai Road, although at one time they did
and actually threatened our Police with force if they opposed them. Nor
at the present do the Nepalese molest any of the villages or residents on
the southern side of that line, which T understand they state to be the
boundary.

3. Without vouching for the correctness of the following statement,
I give it as one of the stories regarding the encroachment which appears
to me to be the most probable.

4, The land on the Nepal side of the Tarai Road, it is said, was
used by the Nepalese, before the war and the definition of the boundary,
for catching elephants, being mostly jungle and considered to be in their
possession. This land, thev state, was given in a jagir to the late Rani
of Ramnagar,29 who was a connection of the reigning family of Nepal, on
her marriage, and since her death they claim this jagir has escheated to
them.

5. If this story is correct the encroachment still cannot be justi-
fied because the definition of the boundary at the conclusion of the last
war in 1817 by Lieutenant Boileau clearly brings those lands within the
British frontier, and our Police have exercised jurisdiction over them
since that period until now.

6. Mr. Ravenshaw has shown me a map of the line of frontier in his
possession, and I understand that he is about to send that to the Govern-
ment. I have no further remark to make at present excepting that the
Poorneah mentioned by Mr. Wilkins as one of the places where the Nepal
soldiery are stationed ought to have been spelled Pooreynah, which is the
proper name of the place.

I have, etc.

o ok ke e o e e ke



28

Resident Hodgson to. Government, 9 August 184030

Hodgson's report on the continued occupation of the Rarmagar area
contains the added suggestion of political cross-currents in thc Nepal
Darbaxr. '

ok e de ek ok
Sir,

I have the honor to submit further reports from Champaran relative
to the Nepalese aggression on Ramnagar. I do not think the effect of the
peremptory demand that has been made on the Darbar for the evacuation of
our territory will be apparent before the 10th or 12th of August. In the
meanwhile I can only repeat the opinion I have already expressed that the
Governor General's demand will not be ultimately opposed, though the
patience of Government may possibly be tried to the extent of showing
some signs of military preparation.

2. On the 5th the Mahila Guru was directed to send a Jamadar and
40 men belonging to his Company called the Guru Bax (the greater part of
which is on duty at the approximate post of Kandrang near to the site of
the aggression), with orders to remove all the intrusive Nepalese. T have
good reason to believe that this direction was given by the Darbar in good
faith, or its execution would have been committed to another Chief. But
the occasion of issuing the order led to the discovery that two patties
or half Companies of regulars from the Cantonment here had been previously
sent to the spot, apparently to support rather than to remove the intrud-
ers. There has never been, however, anything like a force at or near
Someshwar. And I still regard this present incursion on our territory

merely as an experiment, which this state has never intended to support
by war.

I have, etc.

khhAhikkhk
Resident Hodgson to the Nepal Darbar, 10 August 184031

Hodgson continues to stress the Darbar's responsibility for all
economic claims resulting from Nepalese action in Rammagar.

fkkkdkkk

(after the usual compliments)

I.bave the honor to inform the Darbar that according to a report of
the Najir of the Magistrate of Champaran, dated the 30th July, three
Nep§1ese assaulted a British subject in village Bankatwa, Tappa Janouni
(which is part of the lands of Ramnagar recently seized by Nepal) and
that one of the three struck him on the shoulder with a khukuri. He is



29

about to die of this wound. The name of the wounded man is Doolar Mahto
of Bankatwa. He was struck on or about the 22nd July. No cause for
offence was given by him to the Nepalese who compelled him to accompany
them as a guide for some distance from Bankatwa southwards, declaring

they were going to the Kachaharid? of Aloa. This, though the most serious,
is by no means the only violence that subjects of my Govermment in pro-
secution of an aggression upon territory which both the boundary map and
unquestioned possession of 23 years proves to belong to my Government--

an aggression which by cthree separate written orders given to me between
the 2nd and l4th of June the Darbar pledged itself to put a stop to, but
which had not ceased up to the 20th of July, or two months after the first
of these orders.

On the 20th of July, or only 10 days ago, the Nepalese were still in
the territories of my Government, declaring that they were there by
authority and would not retire, though the copy of the Maharaja's hukum
nameh33 of the 14th June was shown to them. I need not remind the Darbar
that for every violence that has been and may be committed on the subjects
of my Government, the Darbar will be directly responsible, since, at the
very beginning of the aggression, I pointed to this liability as the in-
separable consequence of the proceeding unless the Darbar instantly put
a stop to it.

I have, etc.

Kkkkkkkk

Resident Hodgson to the Kathmandu Darbar, 21 August 18403

The begimning of the negotiations that brought an end to the Ramagar
inctdent is the focal point of this note of Hodgson's.

*hkkhhkkk

TRANSLATION

The day before yesterday my Munshi, who went to the Darbar on other
business but was ordered to ask, regarding the Ramnagar affair, whether
the Resident was to expect any further answer to his note of the 29th
July, brought back a verbal response that the intruders had retired from
the British limits and that compensation would be made when the amount of
actual injury had been ascertained. Yesterday the Darbar Munshi and his
companion delivered a similar message during a routine visit to the
Residency.

In as much as the above messages do not constitute an adequate answer
to the demands which, by the direct orders of the Governor General, I made
upon the Darbar on the 29th of .Tuly, and as the course the Darbar purposes
to follow can in no way sufficiently atone to my Government for the Ramnagar
aggression, I feel myself compelled, with regret, hereby formally to decline
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the above messages and to revert to the express requisitions of my note
of the 29th July. Only the first of these has been fulfilled by the
Darbar in the retirement of the Nepalese from our territory on the 1llth
of this month, or just ten days back. I beg particularly to remind the
Darbar that the immediate deposit in my treasury which the Governor
General expects and requires from the Darbar is intended as a proof of
regret for the past and of sincerity for the future--and not to make

good the specific loss, which, of course, must be determined before
compensation can be paid.

khhhkkhk

Resident Hodgson to Government, 5 September 184035

Hodgson 8 negotiations with the Nepal Darbar reveal his contznutng
suspicions of what he preferred to call the 'Good 0ld Gorkha Policy'$
of Nepalese infiltration into British territory. He also shows an uppre-

ciation of the strategic importance of Someshwar that was pointed out in
Sage's report.37

*kkkkhkk
Sir,

Your despatch of the 17th August approving my proceedings in regard
to the Nepalese aggression on Ramnagar and reminding me both to draw to
a speedy close my discussion with the Darbar regarding Military prepara-
tions as well as noting that if the Darbar's obstinancy required such

preparations the Darbar would have to bear their cost, reached me on 3lst
August.

2, In view of the very unsatisfactory attitude of the Darbar, I
deemed it my duty to address the accompanying note to the Darbar without
delay. I have ass1gned ten days for the Darbar to accept the Governor
General's demands, failing which they will be liable to defray the ex-

penses of such military preparation as may be required to enforce those
demands.,

3. Before my Munshi could reach the Darbar with this note, the
Darbar Munshi and his companion arrived at the Re51dency with orders to
deliver to me the depositions of two of those involved in the Ramnagar
aggression and to ask me what amount of deposit I expected to receive.

I told the Darbar's messengers that since they had last visited me I had
received fresh orders from my Government, which my Munshi was at that time
taking to the Darbar. I suggested they had better go there themselves in
order to be in attendance when my Munshi would be summoned to the Raja's
presence. I also told them that it was not for me to name the amount of
fitting deposit and that until that preliminary had been settled I could
not enter into details nor accept the two depositions offered me.
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4. When my Munshi reached the Darbar, he found that the Raja had
gone out and was directed to come the next mroning. I was thus able to
instruct him what to say in case, when delivering the note, the Raja
should again inquire about the deposit. In that event I told my Munshi
to inform His Highness that the Darbar's acceptance of the Governor
General's demands could not properly be signified to me verbally but
should be made in writing under the Red Seal, should be short and un-
conditional, and should specify the amount of deposit--as to which, if
consulted, he was to add that the point was one the Darbar itself should
decide. However, if he was strongly urged, he was to hint that less than
5,000 rupees should not be offered.

5. No definite answer was given to my Munshi, but he was consulted
as I had expected, and he responded as I had directed him. The next day
the Darbar messengers came with 4,000 rupees to deposit with me and to
signify--—apparently by the act rather than by words-—the Darbar's accep-
tance of the Governor General's demands. Without objecting to the amount
of the deposit I renewed my request for the Maharaja's written acceptance
of the Governor General's demands. I noted that since I had made these
in writing in the name of the Governor General I could not properly accept
a meré verbal answer, especially an answer given by irresponsible persons
of the grade of these messengers. In the evening I made my Munshi repeat
this in a note to the Darbar Munshi, in which too I directed him to hint
‘that the required deposit should not be below the amount specified to the
Maharaja.

6. The following day, on the 3rd, the Darbar messengers again came
to me, this time bringing 5,000 rupees and a document bearing the Red
Seal which purported to be the required acceptance of the Governor General's
demands. I caused the Darbar Munshi to read and re-read the Lal Mohar in
the presence of my Assistant and Munshi. It consisted of a recitation
only, without expressed acceptance, of the Governor General's demands and
then proceeded 'whatever lands south of Someshwar in excess of those long
possessed by me (the Raja) have been seized by Bhaktawar Thapa and others,
have been unjustly seized. The authors of the violence have been impri-
soned. From such doings the Governor General has reasonably felt doubt
and I shame. I wish to obliterate the memory of them, and I agree to
deposit 5,000 rupees in the assurance of a just adjustment of my claims,'

7. When the reading had been twice completed, I asked the Darbar
Munshi to explain the meaning of the words I have underlined in the
preceding paragraph. Did these words import or imply any claim on the
Darbar's part to certain unspecified lands south of Someshwar? The
Darbar Munshi hesitated for a few moments, but, when pressed, frankly
admitted that such a claim was meant to be conveyed. What, I demanded,
was the reason or meaning of any claim clearly militating against the
Treaty and boundary demarcation? And how could the Darbar profess to be
subscribing to the Governor General's demands, which rested entirely and
irrevocably upon those bases, when it was insidiously introducing matter
at direct variance with them?
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8. The Munshi and his companion had nothing to say in explanation.
1 told them, therefore, that I was compelled to return the Lal Mohar and
the deposit, both of which I accordingly directed them to take back to
the City and to say that I trusted the Maharaja would be pleased to give
me a simple acceptance or rejection of the demands of my Government.

9. Your instructions of the 17th August expressly forbid that [
permit the Darbar in any way to reopen the question of the boundary. To
have accepted this document, which contained the clause which I have
quoted, must necessarily, even by the Darbar Munshi's admission, have
had that result. 1 trust therefore that my rejection of the Darbar's
pretended acquiescence will be approved.

10. Before the document now in question was presented to me, I saw
that the Darbar was determined to claim all the lands of Someshwar that
its agents had secretly appropriated from our dominions before the violent
aggressions of March and the following months. It was to prevent such a
claim from being urged at a later date that I have called attention to
this clause and have insisted that the Darbar's acceptance of, the Governor
General's demands be written, formal, and unconditional.

I have, etc.

khkrkikikihk
Note of Resident Hodgson to Nepal Darbar, 6 September 184038

TRANSLATION

(after compliments)

In addition to the demands which by command of the Right Homorable
the Governor General in Council I was instructed to make upon the Darbar
on the 29th of July, I am directed by His Lordship to submit the following
and to require compliance within ten days from this date.

lst. That the Darbar, abandoning all false pretense of title and
adhering to the boundary demarcation, instantly relinquish possession,
if it have not already done so, of all the southward lands up to the
ridge of Someshwar inclusively of the fort or building called Someshwar
Garhi; and that the Darbar moreover pledge itself to maintain no more
troops in its own territory in that vicinity than were stationed there-
abouts prior to the recent aggression on the zamindari of Ramnagar, viz.,

no more than the Guru Bax (or other) Company in the forts of Kandrang
and Upadrang and none elsewhere.

2nd. That competent provision for life be made to Doolar Mahto,
far?er of Bankétwa, if his wound prove to have disabled him, and to his
family should it prove fatal; and that the Darbar pledge itself to exert

every faculty to discover, convict and adequately punish his maimers or
destroyers,
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3rd. That full satisfaction be made to Sheudyal for his unjust
imprisonment at the hand of the Raj Guru and that the denial of justice
to Sheudyal aforesaid, to Casinath Mull, to Bhichuk and his fellow Rakees,
and to Hincha Kulwar be immediately rectified. These wrongs having been
done in violation of article 5 of the Maharaja's engagement with the
Resident of 6th November 1839, it is further required that the Darbar
again and formally pledge itself for the future observance of that article.

4th. That the Darbar instantly put a stop to all that secret inter-
course with the allies of the British Govermment (including Lahore) which
has continued up to this day in violation of the engagement above quoted;
pledging itself anew to the future faithful observance of that instrument
in regard to the States of India.

5th. That the Darbar make explanation and atonement for the unpro-
tected state in which the Residency was left during the mutiny of 21 June
and that the Maharaja disavow and disclaim the sentiments understood to
have been expressed in writing to His Highness by the soldiery on that
occasion, so far forth as they relate to the British Government and the
Residency.

(True translation)

B.H. Hodgson, Resident

Kotk dod ke kok

Substance of the Maharaja's Lal Mohar to Resident Hodgson, 8 September
39
1840

TRANSLATION

I (the Raja) do not say the Darkhasta (lst series) of the Governor
General is refused; but I must affirm that the lands of Someshwar and
thereabouts were given by my ancestors to Tej Pratap Sen as a hunting
seat and that upon the extinction of his family they were made over by
me by Sanad to Chautaria Pushkar Shah in Sambat 1892 (1835-36). I was
then little involved with affairs, but Bhim Sen Thapa advised the act.
The Sanad and other particulars of the transaction may be learnt by the
Resident on enquiry, who will see that the Commissioners of both States
ought to be nominated to determine the true boundary. Meanwhile I have
stopped collections and withdrawn my people. With regard to the violent
aggressions (beyond the limits named in the Sanad to Pushkar Shah). I
admit them wholly indefensible. Bhaktawar Kharka and other authors of
them shall be punished; and at the Resident's desire I send herewith for
deposit in his treasury 5,000 rupees.

(True translation)

B.H. Hodgson, Resident

dkdehhkkk
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The Maharaja of Nepal to Resident Hodgson, October 184040

The Raja of Nepal makes his formal submission to the demands of the
Governor General on the Rammagar incident. The severity of the punishmem
inflicted on men who were apparently acting under orders must necessarily
have reflected a serious defeat for Ranjung Pandey in the councils of th
Darbar. As later correspondence will indicate, this defeat was not nearl,
as final as the present letter seems to indicate.

Rhkkkkkkk

TRANSLATION

(after compliments)

For the Resident's information are herein sent the particulars of
the punishment inflicted on the offenders in the Ramnagar aggression,
who on their own responsibility took forcible possession of 96 villages
in the Company's territories, levying contributions and preventing others
from collecting their dues from them. These said offenders, Jasbir Rans,
Bhotu Kharka, and Harku Gurung, on the 7th Aswin, Badi 6th day and about
the 10th or 1llth ghari, had their property confiscated, their faces
painted half black, half white, their arms pinioned, and were flogged
with a kora at every crossing or corner of the streets--while a proclams-
tion was made that such should be the punishment in future of any who
committed the like excesses in the Company's territory. They were in
this manner paraded about Kathmandu and then turned out beyond the

boundary, and Parwannas were sent to the Commanders of posts at every
Ghat never to allow the offenders to return.

Furthermore, - such aggressions having been made within the Company's
territories, and no report of the same having been made to the Nepal
Government by Subha Bhaktawar Kharka and Alligunje Khatri, whose duty, .
as amils, it was so to do--they have been fined for this negligence. The
Subha has paid 1,500 rupees (note: the fine was named at 3,000 yet by
Nepal law payment of half is always held to satisfy the sentence), and
been released, and Alligunje, who was fined 2,500 rupees, being unable
from poverty to pay the fine, has been sentenced to one year's imprison-
ment. Phul Singh agreeably to the Resident's wishes has been sent to
Jooree Panee in charge of Sepoys, and the other 8, menial servants of the
sepoys, who, in spite of their being according to Nepalese regulationsb

innocent of any crime, have been hitherto in confinement, were this day
released,

2. The Resident also desires that the Raja should himself and in

the Residgn?'s presence refute the calumnious assertions which excited
the susplcions of the Sepoys towards him. I have agreed to this for the
sake of amity between the two States, and on Aswin Badi 12 on the 5th day
and 6 or 7 Gharis before close of day, if the Resident will take the
trouble to come to the Darbar, I will cause all the officers, Subedars,
and Jamadars of the Regiments to assemble there, and in the presence of
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the Resident I will myself order promulgation among the Sepoys of such a
statement as shall cause their suspicions of the Resident to be done away
with, In short, the Resident may rest fully assured that in future no
sepoys shall ever speak ill of any of the gentlemen, should one of them
hereafter be guilty of so doing, he shall be punished. (countersigned by
Dalbhanjan Pandey, Kulraj Pandey, Thapa, Fatteh Jung Shah,
Prasad Singh Basnyet, and Karbir Pandey).

(True tramslation)

Tickell, Assistant Resident

RkhRkhkikk

Resident Hodgson to Government, 9 October 18404]

Hodgson's report of the King's compliance with the Govermor General's
demands carriee with it a further attack against Ranjung Bandey, and his
partisans. Oneé can see here Hodgeon's determination to establish firm
contact with the Nepal Darbar through responsible agents. Hodgson's
attitude is important, because at this time he enjoys the full confidence
of the Governor General. The force of this letter is divided almost
equally between Hodgson's struggle to compel the King to exert his in-
fluence over a badly divided and contentious Darbar and his own continu—
ing war with the Kala Pandeys.

Rkkhkhkk

Sir,

I have the honor to report to you that yesterday afternoon accompanied
by my Assistant, I attended Darbar to witness the Maharaja's fulfilment of
his promise to tell his troops, through their officers, that I had not had,
nor could have had, any concern with their grievances about.pay or anything
else. '

2. The Raja received me in open Darbar attended by the Chautaria
Fatteh Jung42 and by Dalbhanjan Pandey43 as advisers, and by many others
of his Chiefs, for form's sake. After a while His Highness ordered the
officers to be called and the required announcement to be made to them
by a note in writing which had been earlier prepared. I objected to this
procedure and required His Highness to fulfil his promise of a direct
verbal communication by himself. This was granted. I then asked when
and where and before whom the officers of the army were to convey to the
soldiers the orders they had just received.

3. There was some haggling and hesitation, but in the end it was
carried that the Chiefs who had appeared as His Highness' Councillors
on this occasion in Darbar (Fatteh Jung and Dalbhanjan) should immediately
go to the line of the troops and see the matter properly completed. This
was done, and donme without exciting the least symptom of that insubordi-
nation, the fear of which had been held out to me to scare me from my
purpose.
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4. Before the Chiefs departed, however, for this purpose, the Raja
took me and my assistants into the private audience chamber. There he
mentioned to me that, since all matters were now adjusted, he intended
to address a Kharita to the Governor General. I replied to His Highness
that I must alike deny his premises and conclusion. Matters were not
adjusted. I could not, nor would I for a moment listen to any propositi:
based on that presumption. I told him that I had on the 1lst of October
stated the case as it really stood to Fatteh Jung, who was now present
and to whom I must refer His Highness.44 To repeat my sentiments would

be as fruitless as it was vain to suppose I had lightly adopted, or could
alter, what I had then said.

5. It is necessary to remark that the Minister, his brother, and
cousin45 were as usual absent during this important interview with the
Raja. Their absence was (as usual) premeditated, and they persisted in
absenting themselves despite the remonstrances of Fatteh Jung and Dalbhar
jan, who earnestly but in vain pleaded before my arrival that it was mad-
ness at such a crisis to provoke fresh suspicion and ill-feeling on the
part of the British Government; that the situation demanded the attendanc
of those who were well known to the Resident to be not merely .the officisl
organs but the real instruments of power, whereas they (Fatteh Jung and
Dalbnanjan) were neither one nor the other, though they were, of course,
always ready to second whar was right and proper at His Highness' command.

6. This open evasion of responsibility and practical announcement
of bad faith will, I trust, serve to impress upon Government the justice
and expediency of the course I have already dared to suggest: a covert
demonstration and remonstrance calculated to encourage and bring about
a change of Ministry. The Raja's fears and reason have already half
convinced him of the need for this change despite his prejudices. The
change is now trembling in the balance. Its completion is, I think, as

necessary to us as it is certain to result from the comparatively minor
pressure from outside to which I have just pointed.

I have, etc.

dhkkdhkkk
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Appendix I Chapter One

The British Set-Back in Afghanistan

In November 1837 Mohammad Shah of Persia laid siege to Herat, which
was looked upon by the British as the key to India. The Russians supported
the Persians; and the British, fearful that Persia was falling completely
under Russian influence, determined to stem the tide by entering into
alliances with the rulers of Herat, Kabul, and Qandahar. A British mission
to Kabul under Capt. (Later Sir) Alexander Burnes in 1837 was welcomed by
Dost Mohammad, who hoped the British would help him recover Peshawar.
Burnes, however, would not give him the required assurances; and when a
Russian agent appeared in Kabul, the British Broke off negotiations and
left for India.

With the failure of Burnes's mission, the Governor General of India,
Lord Auckland, ordered an invasion of Afghanistan, with the object of
restoring Shah Shoja to the throne. In April 1839, after suffering great
privations and guerrilla attacks on the way, a British army entered
Qandahar; Shah Shoja was then crowned in the mosque next to the mausoleum
of Ahmad Shah. Ghazni and Kabul were captured in the following July and
August, Shah Shoja being crowned again at Kabul. Dost Mohammad escaped
first to Balkh, then to Bukhara, where he was arrested. The Afghans,
however, could tolerate neither a foreign occupation nor a king imposed
on them by a foreign power; and insurrections broke out. Dost Mohammad
escaped from prison and returned to Afghanistan to lead his partisans
against fhe British. 1In a battle at Parwandarah on 2 November 1840,
Dost Mohammad had the upper hand; but the next day he surrendered to the
British in Kabul. He was honorably treated by the British and deported
to India with the greater part of his family.

Outbreaks continued all over the country; and when winter set in,
the British in Kabul found their position untenable. Terms of their
withdrawal were discussed with Akbar Khan, Dost Mohammad's son. Negoti-
ations were delayed by Sir William Hay Macnaghten, the British Political
agent, whose attempts to make headwdy against Akbar Khan failed, and
Macnaghten was killed by Akbar himself. On 6 January 1842 about 4,500
British and Indian troops, with 12,000 camp followers, marched out of
Kabul. Bands of Afghans swarmed around them and the retreat ended in a
massacre that few survived.

e dek do de ok ek ok
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Appendix II to Chapter One

The Opium War in China

The opium question, the direct cause of the first Sino-British clash
in the 19th century, began with a late 18th century British attempt to
counterbalance their unfavourable China trade with traffic in Indian
opium. In 1779 the East India Company's government monopolized the opiwm
trade, and by 1819 the Company had begun to ship large amounts of opium
to China. The resulting drain of silver from China involved serious
economic and social repercussions. The Peking court repeatedly banned
the importing of opium, but without success, because the prohibition
itself promoted corruption among the officials and soldiers concerned.

There was no possibility of the opium question being solved as a domestic
affair.

After the turn of the 19th century, the main vehicle of opium smuggl-
ing was the country traders who were allowed to manage the inter-Asian
trade only under the Company's license. Without protection from the
Company, they cultivated the opium market in China, defied the opium ban,
and gradually became defiant toward Chinese law and order in general.

Parliament revoked the East India Company's monopoly in 1834. Willian
John Napier was then appointed chief superintendent of British trade in
China. He tried to negotiate with the Canton authorities but failed.

In Peking a proposal to relax the opium restraint, made in 1836,
acquired support from many quarters. But the Tao-kuang emperor appointed
a Fadical patriot, Lin Tse-~hsu, as Imperial commissioner for an anti-
opium campaign. In March 1839, Lin confiscated and destroyed more than-

203000 chests of opium, Skirmishes began after September between the
Chinese and the British.

~ In Fe?rQary 1840 the British government decided on an expedition.
Sixteen British warships arrived in Hong Kong in June and sailed northward

to the mouth of Pei Ho to press China with its demands.

No agreement was
reached.

_ In May 1841, the British attacked the walled city of Canton and
recelved a ransom of $6,000,000, an operation that provoked a counter=
attack on the part of the Cantonese. This was the beginning of a continu
ing conflict between the British and the Cantonese.

The Ch'ing had no effective tactics against the powerful British

: Moreover, during the war it became apparent that there was a deep
rlfF between the government and the people, of which the British could
easily take advantage. The British proclaimed that their aim was to fight

the.government_officials and soldiers who abused the people, not to make
against the Chinese population and thus neutralized popular resistance to
their cause,

navy.

A new British commissioner, Henry Pottinger, arrived at Macau in

22%9$t !84; angazzmpaigned northward. Reinforced from India, he resumed
ction in May . Nanking yielded in August : restorel
with the Treaty of Nanking. gust 1842, and peace was
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Footnotes to Chapter One

Foreign Secret Consultation 23 March 1840, No. 110, moderately
edited.

Later it was discovered that this.letter contained an invitation

to be forwarded to the Emperor of China requesting his presence at
the Crown Prince's wedding.

I.e., the Chinese vicerov in Tibet.
Foreign Secret Consultation 4 May 1840, No. 220; moderately edited.
Mahila Guru, a member of the Misra family and caste, younger brother

of the Raj Guru Raj Guru. Hodgson always refers to the Raj Guru as the Misra
or Misser Guru.

See below, Chapter Four, Casinath's case.

Foreign Secret Consultation 4 May 1840, No. 221, excerpt.
Foreign Secret Consultation 11 May 1840, No. 87, slightly edited.
Foreign Secret Consultation 8 June 1840, No. 131; slightly edited.

An officer employed with a small irregular force for protection and
to enforce payment of revenue.

A native collector of revenue as opposed to the British Revenue
Collector.

The persons who owed land revenue; tenants.
Foreign Secret Consultation 31 August 1840, No. 83; slightly edited.
Foreign Secret Consultation 15 June 1840, No. 57; moderately edited.

Foreign Secret Consultation 20 July 1840, No. 59; heavily edited.

An arzee of Rai Gopal Sahi, the Tahsildar of Ramgir Jamuni, dated
21st June 1840, describes the Gorkhali impositions on the local
people: 'The oppression of the Sipahis of Nepal is such that they
take from each village 20 hutties of Rice, one goat, 1 rupee's worth
of ghee, and one rupee salami and say that the taking of such is to
show their right to the villages and if the malguzars shall pay the
rent to anyone except them, they will kill them.

A Nepali military rank, equivalent to the European Captain, usually
commanding a Company of soldiers.

'There is no house and only a plain between the Chautaria's House
and the Residency.' B.H.H.
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'"The Raja was then a minor and the Minister quasi Regent.' B.H.H,
In point of fact, when this system was in use during Bhim Sen Thapa's
time, both Hodgson and the members of the Darbar fought against Bhin
Sen's monopolizing the Residency contact.
'See the language put into the mouths of the soldiery.' B.H.H.
The note is Hodgson's. However, for these papers, cf. Bikrama Jit

Hasrat, History of Nepal: As Told by Its Own and Contemporary
Chroniclers (Hoshiarpur, 1970), Chapter Twelve.

'Besides the actual sufferers in the mutiny, 5 more Chiefs have been
already marked for plunder, viz, Kasinath, Randhoj Dada, Kulananda
Jha, Rawsingh Dada, and Kirti Khabas. But the prospect of such a
beginning is what confounds the whole body save only 2 or 3--literally
2 or 3, no more.' B.H.H. '

Mathabar Singh Thapa was at this time at Ludhiana. As a former meu-
ber of the upper levels of the Bharadari, his return was always con-
sidered a threat to the Pandey party.

Foreign Secret Consultation 20 July 1840, No. 60, unedited.

‘Foreign Secret Consultation 31 August 1840, No. 82, slightly editeq.

Hodgson used several types of information sources: news writers,
who observed what happened in the city and made notes of it for hinm,
intelligencers, i.e, agents who made secret contracts with govern-
ment officials, and his own personal contacts with high-ranking
government officials. All details about these sources were highly
confidential. Nothing is found in the official correspondence except
the occasional intelligence report or a vague reference to one or

other source. Even the budget for this service was kept separately
from the regular Residency budget.

Foreign Secret Consultation 10 August 1840, No. 1; slightly edited.

See below in this chapter.

Dam?ier uses the term jagir, though he apparently means daijo birta.
Jagir W9u1d.1mp1y that the Nepal Government maintained its full
ownership rights over the land.

Foreign Secret Conmsultation 31 August 1840, No. 78; slighrly edited.
Foreign Secret Consultation 31 August 1840, No. 80; slightly edited.
The court and administrative centre of the district.

Order of the King to withdraw.
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Foreign Secret Consultation 7 September 1840, No. 76; moderately
edited.

Foreign Secret Consultation 21 September 1840, No. 151; heavily
edited.

Hodgson's concept of 'The Good 0l1d Gorkha Policy' was that the
Gorkhalis systematically raided into British territories. Thi«

idea was based largely on the thinking found in Campbell's 'Narrative
of Political Relations,' a study of Nepal's relations with the East
India Company prepared by Hodgson's Assistant. There is no histo-
rical foundation for the Gorkhali philosophy cited there, and Campbell
does not even make adequate use of his major source, Henry T. Prinsep,
History of the Political and Military Transactions in India durin

the Administration of the Marquess of Hastings, 1813-23 (London, 1825)

See this report cited earlier in this chapter.
Foreign Secret Consultation 26 October 1840, No. 120; slightly edited.
Foreign Secret Consultation 26 October 1840, No. 121; slightly edited.

Foreign Secret Consultation 26 October 1840, No. 128, Appendix 4;
slightly edited.

Foreign Secret Consultation 26 October 1840, No. 132; heavily edited.

'Chautaria Fatteh Jung: head of one great division of the Chautarias
and capable of leading them all.' B.H.H.

_'Dalbhanjan Pandey: head of the Gora Pandeys (the White Pandeys),

the great opponents of the Kala Pandeys, who form the dominant
faction, though they comprise hardly a Chief of note and are supported
only by the Queen.' B.H.H.

Hodgson has resumed his offensive for 'responsible contact' with the
Nepal Darbar.

'Ranjung, Karbir, and Kulraj Pandey respectively. The Raj Guru,
Kul Chandra Shahi, Jagat Bam Pandey, and Dal Bahadur Pandey are
almost the only supporters and adherents among the Chiefs, of the
first three named or dominant faction.' B.H.R.



CHAPTER TWO

Dismiss the Pandeys

The whole of this chapter deals with Resident Hodgson's struggle to
have the Ranjung Pandey Ministry dismissed and a new Ministry with real,
power appointed. There are three points in this chapter of special
significance:

1. The Governor General's intervention into Nepalese domestic affairs
and the limits he places on that intervention;

2. The power of Hodgson's suggestion that the Company may re—occupy
the Nepal Tarai, if the Nepal Darbar does not comply with the
Governor General's demands; and

3. Hodgson's misinterpretation of the Governor General's instruc-
tions and his subsequent involvement in Nepal's domestic politics.

The life of this chapter, however, is provided by the Senior Queen,
whom Hodgson frequently referred to as 'Termagant.' She fairly flounces
through the pages of his letters, driving him to distraction with her
power to disrupt the Darbar and to force King and Court to dance atten-
dance on her. Never was a Queen more willing to dispute her Royal pre-
rogatives in defiance of a mere Resident's plotting and demands.

\

King Rajendra also stands forth as a man of ability. Despite the
shabby scenes in which Hodgson chooses to cast him, he plays his role’in
trying to hold together the Nepal Darbar with. a great awareness of Nepal's
internal weakness after the death of Bhim Sen Thapa and an appreciation
of British power. To the 'Hotspurs' in the Darbar who saw every diffi-
culty the Company faced in China, Burma, and the North Western Provinces
as an open invitation to war and victory, he was the buffer, the foil,
the one who suffered the bruises--yet surprisingly, he always survives
and Nepal remains at peace with the Company. Deprived of Bhim Sen Thapa's
steadying hand and burdened with a Queen intensely jealous of the beauty
of the Junior Queen, Rajendra struggles on in the only way he knows--
delaying, maneuvering, never giving an unqualified 'yes' or 'no' to any
proposal--and, after Bhim Sen's death, never, never taking the lead.

Governor General in Council to Resident Hodgson, 26 October ]840]

The Govermor General sums up the concessions granted up to this date
by the Nepal Darbar and commends Hodgson for his role in the negotiations.
However, he also instructs Hodgson that he now wants a more sympathetic
Ministry in Kathmandu. To support this demand, the Govermor Genmeral
announces his intention of moving British troops closer to the Nepal
border. He further adds that in his opinion the present conduct of the

Zzpal Darbar places the further existence of the Nepal Govermment in
ngez-.

kkkikkkk
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Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge in continuation of my despatch of
October 5 the receipt of your despatches of September 6, 9, 12, 13, 15,
25, 28, and October 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, and l4.

2. You have in these despatches detailed your proceedings consequent
on the demand which His Lordship in Council was compelled to make upon the
Nepaleese Darbar through you in order to procure an explanation of and re-
paration for many instances of unfriendly and even aggressive conduct on
the part of the Darbar, its officers and retainers. You have also reported
in them the surrender of the principal dacoits who took refuge within the
frontier of Nepal on being driven from the Avadh Tarai.

3. The Governor General in Council gathers from the above despatches
that the demands made upon the Darbar have been in substance compiled with.

4. The aggressors, or rather the instigators to aggression on our
territory of Ramnagar, have been to the number of five persons publicly
visited with disgraceful punishment and banishment or fine.

5. The Darbar has made a deposit in the Residency treasury to the
amount of Rs. 5,000 pending an investigation into and adjustment of the
extent of damage done in Ramnagar.

6. The Darbar has entirely foregone its claim to the Someshwar fort
or to any right of jurisdiction in Ramnagar and is believed to have
withdrawn its troops from that part of the frontier.

7. The four gross cases of injustice done to British subjects, or
of denial of justice, have been satisfactorily settled.

8. Although the surrender of the refugee dacoits was not included
in the demands on which depended the continuance of any friendly relations
with the Nepal Government, yet its having been effected in so far as the
leaders are concerned gives additional evidence of a disposition, though
tardy and reluctant, to submission by the Darbar.2 While the last con-
cession reported im your despatch of the 9th October, namely disabusing
a mutinous soldiery of a mischievous impression that you had recommended
the reduction of their pay has been performed in a manner so public and
complete as apparently to be perfectly effectual for its object.

9. The Governor General in Council, in reviewing these transactions,
has to thank you for the marked ability, firmness, and judgment with which
you have met a long course of adverse and evasive negotiation on the part
of the Nepalese Darbar, and he begs you to accept the expression of his
cordial acknowledgement and approbation of your services on this occasion.

10. His Lordship in Council concurs generally in your view of the
tone to be at present held by the Government of India towards the Darbar
and a Kharita to the address of the Maharaja prepared in that spirit is
herewith forwarded to you for delivery at your discretion.
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11. You will observe that this Kharita refers in distinct terms of
dissatisfaction to the hollow and insincere conduct of the Darbar--to the
absence of any ministry at Kathmandu in which confidence can be placed--
and to the intention of placing troops at points nearer to the frontier,
in order tc repress any indication of teacherous proceedings on the
Darbar's part. You will point to these observations as conveying the
Governor General's personal view of the guilt which has placed in danger
even the further existence of the Nepal Government in the hands of its
present rulers, and you are empowered, by every prudent and just means
to use the advantage, which a direct statement from the heart of the
British Government will afford to you, with a view to effect such a change
for the better in the Nepal Councils as shall most promote the prosperity
of that state itself and give security to the adjoining territories.

12. His Lordship in Council apprehends that it will not be possible
for some little time to form the camp which is contemplated beyond the
Ganges. But arrangements for that purpose will be made as soon as they
can be effected in the military department and publicity will immediately
be given to orders for this purpose.

13. It is anrounced in the Kharita that the provision made by the
British Government for the family of Guru Gajraj Misra has been stopped
in consequence of the misconduct of the present incumbent and the

necessary orders for this purpose will immediately be issued to the
proper officers. C

14. On the subject of the surrender of the dacoits of Avadh who
have taken refuge in the Nepal Tarai, you will call upon the Darbar to
continue its efforts for the seizure of the principal persons and members
of these gungs, who may be named to you by the British officers of the
department in Avadh. And you will require from it an explanation of the
dilatory and imperfect manner in which the seizure of a portion of the

gangs has ultimately been effected. The subject is pointedly referred
to in the Governor General's Kharita.

15. With respect to the family of General Mathabar Singh,3 the
Governor General in Council is exceedingly desirous of procuring their
liberation and he would trust to your discretion as to the means by which
that object may be attained. If a change in the administration at
Kathmandu should be the result of the proceedings now taken by this
Government, the safety of the family might be accomplished by the influence
of the new Ministers, and this would doubtless be the most satisfactory

m9de by which we could aid the General in the attainment of his anxious
wishes on this point.

I have, etc.

Jedekk ke dok ok
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Governor General to the Maharaja of Nepal, 26 October 18404

Though the Nepal Darbar has granted most of the changes the Govermor
General had demanded, the attitude of the Darbar continues to irritate
the Govexnor General. In particular he is disturbed by the fact that a
show of foree could achieve almost immediately the very changee that the
Darbar had insisted throughout long negotiations were impossible or
extremely difficult to grant. Convinced of the justice of his demands,
as Govermor Generals always seemed to be, the Govermor Gemergl announces
that he will increase military pressure on Nepal until a change te made
in the personnel of the Darbar.

khkkhkhkkk

(after compliments)

I have received from Mr. Hodgson a full report of ﬁ;s proceedings
in the execution of the orders sent to him, as announced in my letter tp
Your Highness of 27th August, for the purpose of procuring redress of the
flagrant wrongs sustained by the British Government from the officers emd
subjects of Your Highness. It must be a matter of great dissatisfaction
to me that the result of the recent discussions with Your Highness:mani-
fests on the part of the Nepal Darbar not a feeling of friendship and @
desire to do justice, but a continuance of that insincere, evasive, and
ln]pIIOUB conduct of which I have,so 1 had te complain, and which ac
Itngeh cémpelled me ‘to lodk to the exeoqgoe of forge, rather than>to
friendly representation, for the assertion of the rights of the British
Govermment of India. Many days were passed by Your Highness in endeayers
to persuade the Resident to accept a partial and insufficient satisfaction
for grievances which required instant and complete apology and remedy.
Every concession made has been a subject of unworthy and unnecessary debate,
and the nominal ministers of Your Highness have taken no part in rendering
that reparation for which my representative had to look to them, and to
them alone, under the orders which it behooved Your Highness to issue to
‘them. The ill faith of those ministers and the danger to which they have
exposed the interests of Your Highness have been strikingly proved in the
course of these proceedings. It has been shown that when these persons
were at length compelled to satisfy the just claims of British subjects,
they were able in a few days to accomplish that which for weeks aund months
they had, though professing in word the desire to do their duty, yet
entirely failed to perform. In like manner, formal orders under the seal
of Your Highness for the seizure of bands of dacoits, enemies of the human
race, who had fled for refuge into Your Highness' dominions from the hands
of justice, have been for months made with no effect, to the ruin of the
reputation of Your Highness' Government, although at last, when it was
seen that I could tolerate no further delay, those orders were fulfilled
easily, though still imperfectly and so as to require much further exertion.
While Your Highness so exercises the powers of Your Government and leaves
the direction of your affairs in such hands, it is impossible that the
British Government can confide in the efficacy of your declarations or in
the stability of your measures.
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Mr. Hodgson has, from his personal desire to avert as much as pos-
sible the displeasure of his Government from Your Highness, consented,
contrary to his instructions, to prolong the period fixed for the accep-
tance of the acquiescence in the demands made upon you. As he has granted
this concession to you, I will not recall it--but I must warn you that
my feelings of distrust and estrangement have been increased rather than
diminished by the recent negotiation, and until it shall be seen that an
entire change has taken place in the spirit of the counsels by which Your
Highness is guided, these feelings cannot be removed. I must judge of
the views and intentions of Your Government not by any verbal concession
but by what I may perceive to be its acts, and I cannot suspend the pre-
cautionary measures which it is my duty to adopt in the protection of the
British territories and of the rights of the British Government and its
subjects. I shall with this purpose, cause the advance of troops to
points more contiguous to the frontier than the stations at present
established--so that no delays may take place in the correction of any
disorders and injustice which may hereafter arise—while such counsels
continue to be listened to.

I have written to Your Highness with this frankness as it is right
that you should understand directly from myself the sentiments which your
proceedings have forced me to entertain, but I shall hail with much satis-
faction the announcement of any such practical and complete change in the
characters and policy of your Darbar, as may enable me to revert to that
feeling of confidence and regard towards the Nepal Government, with which'
the Governor General in Council has been, for many previous years, impressed.

I have only to add, that in consequence of the disgraceful conduct of
the Raj Guru in the perversion of justice, which had long been sought by a
British subject but in vain at Your Highness' capital, orders have been
given for the discontinuance of the provision which he had been receiving
from the bounty of the British Government in acknowledgement of services

rendered by his father in the establishment of friendly relations with
Your Father.

Mr. Hodgson will explain to Your Highness all further details on the
subject of this letter, and the requisitions and desires of this Government.

Your Highness will consider what is stated by that Gentleman as stated by
myself.

Auckland
Kedokkkkkk

Governor General to the Maharaja of Nepal, 2 November 18405

In October 1840 Karbir Sen and a group of Nepalese bound for Lahore
were intercepted in Banaras. Documents, gifts, and anti-British overtures
were discovered in their baggage. The papers implicated influential

members of the Nepal administration as well as the Senior Queen. The

Governor General breaks off normal diplomatic relations with Nepal but

does not recall his Resident.

kkdkkkik
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(after compliments)

I had scarcely written to Your Highness to state my displeasure at
the false and faithless character of the bad advisers to whom the affairs
of Your Government have recently been entrusted, when I received intelli-
gence, the announcement of which must overwhelm Your Highness with asto-
nishment and shame--the vigilant police at Banaras have discovered a party
of treacherous persons, criminals against both governments, bringing let-
ters and presents in the name of Your Highness and members of your family,
bearing the seal of Nepal, together with blank papers bearing the same
seal, and have by my orders placed those persons in confinement in which
they will be retained while I may think it proper.

I now send the letters and papers alluded to through Mr. Hodgson to
you--You will not be surprised that, after the detection of such malprac-
tices at a time when Your Highness has been professing new repentance and
making engagements to refrain from all intrigue, the British Government
must wholly withdraw its confidence from the Darbar of Nepal,® while it
shall be guided by its present evil counsellors, and must look to the
employment of force, and to no further hollow negotiations, wherever its
rights may appear to be in the least degree exposed to injury. Your High-
ness can in no other way show your abhorence of these proceedings, the
tendency of which must be ruinous to the good name of Nepal amongst all
states, than by instantly removing from power and favour the parties who
have so signally abused the confidence which you have reposed in them.

I have only in conclusion to beseech you to listen to the friendly
advice and warnings of Mr. Hodgson before it is too late.

Rkhkkkkkk

Resident Hodgson to Government, 8 November 18407

Hodgson reports the appointment of Chautaria Fatteh Jung Shah as
Premier of Nepal in the place of Ranjung Pandey. Since it appears to
him that the appointment does not yet represent a real change in the
Darbar or its policies, Hodgson decides to proceed as if no change at
all had taken place. '

kkkkkkkk

I have the honor to inform you that Chautaria Fatteh Jung Shah has
been appointed Minister of Nepal to succeed Ranjung Pandey. The change
took place on November lst, and Fatteh Jung's first official visit to me
was made on the 4th. So far no definite changes have followed the appoint
ment. Whether this is true because the new Minister has no real power or
because he lacks the inclination and firmness to act according to his pre-
viously expressed views towards Nepal and the British Government is some-
thing that only time can teveal. The little that he has done certainly
offended and alarmed Fatteh Jung's friends and his party, who comprise
the majority of the Chiefs. However, I suspect the more charitable ex-
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planation of Fatteh Jung's conduct is the more likely one to be true., It
seems pretty evident that he owes his appointment to the fears of the
Darbar, in which case they would wish to make his appointment merely
nominal, a showpiece. If this supposition is true, a firm and secure
policy on our part will bring about a real transfer of power just as it
has already brought about his appointment.

2. Since this is a change that I foresaw, foretold, and, as it
were, brought about (though I had nothing to do with the actual choice
of the individual), I naturally am not anxious to undervalue it. When,
therefore, I state my conviction that the change has thus far been merely
nominal and possibly in fact also collusive, I have no doubt that Govern-

ment will see the need to persevere in the policy they have already
adopted.8

3. 1 have accordingly, after full deliberation, decided to carry
out the instructions contained in your despatches of the 26th October,
I intend to deliver the Kharita addressed to the Maharaja today and
permit Colonel Oliver to carry out his troop movement to Sagauli as if
there had been no change in the administration here. Though one cannot
predict the outcome, I nevertheless am convinced that I should persisf
in a firm though cautious execution of those orders despite every device

to which the Darbar may and will resort to prevent their complete fulfil-
ment.

4. Your instructions of the 26th reached me on the 4th, half an
hour before the Minister's arrival at the Residency. Though I had time
to read through them, there was no time to digest them before meeting
the Minister. Their importance, plus other motives for caution, led me
to hear and answer the Minister as though I were still in ignorance of
Government's views and sentiments. For the same reasons, I have also

taken three days for reflection and enquiry before deciding to deliver
the Governor General's Kharita to the Raja.

5. I proceed now to mention the incidents of the visit as well as
some earlier occurrences, which, though of little importance, tend to
illustrate the mood of the Darbar. The Minister arrived attended only by
his brother, whereas protocol requires him to be attended by two Chiefs
of importance who are his principal advisors and perhaps also fellow
Ministers. After a while he retired with me and my Assistant into a
pFivaFe apartment. There, with much apparent frankness, he expressed
his wish to maintain good faith and friendship with my Government. He
promised that if he should find himself unable to do so, he would inform
me of the reasons. At such a time, if I could not help him remedy the
mischief, he would resign at once. After apolegizing several times, he
went on to say that the Maharaja had directed him again to urge me to
agree to the Maharaja's sending a Kharita to the Governor General. Also,
th? Maharani wanted her passport to Banaras, about which Her Highness, he
said, had sent to me only the day before without his knowledge or approvﬂ-
I had answered her at that time, he went on, that I could do nothing in
the matter unless the message came in the Raja's name and through the
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Minister. The Rani had therefore ordered him to apply to me and to re-
mind me that 1 had promised in June to let her go to Banaras after the
rains. Both the Maharani and the Maharaja had insisted that he press the
matter of the frequently rejected Kharita.9

6. It is very true that the Maharani had sent one of her officers
on the 3rd with her request for a passport to Banaras. I replied that
I did not dare act except officially and that I had express orders from
my Government not to listen to any application of this nature. The officer
then plainly hinted that the Rani might go without a passport. I quietly
replied that T would earnestly advise Her Highness not to think of such
a proceeding, which might result in some very unpleasant consequence to
her.

7. The fraudulence of these proceedings of the Darbar is obvious.
The Darbar is now fully aware that Karbir Sen has been detected and is
even now framing its excuses. It can therefore have no other purpose in
urging these requests on me than to obtain from me a practical acknowledge-
ment that its offenses towards my Government are trivial.

8. In answer to Fatteh Jung I said that I regretted that he had not
overruled the Raja and Rani, since he knew their requests were improper.
It was his duty to stand between me and the necessity of repeatedly re-
fusing them. With regard to his own views and wishes, I told him I should
always be ready to cooperate cordially with any well-disposed, upright,
and able Minister. I said I had the highest opinion of his intentions,
but reminded him that the lack of real power might prove as injurious to
my Government as the lack of will. I therefore sincerely hoped his fears
on that point were mistaken. I also told him I thought his appointment
was a good omen for the future, but in regard to the past I had no way of
knowing what decision the Right Honorable the Governor General might make,
especially since the Darbar had up to that very minute paid little atten-
tion to the solemn pledges they had so recently repeated to me.

9. It was necessary to be candid with Fatteh Jung in order to pre-
vent him from deceiving himself or me at the present important moment.
If he should prove unequal to the task he has undertaken from lack of
energy, of talent, or of sincerity, some one else in his party can take
his place. Of course his party and I are anxious that he should prove
able and willing; and we will promptly give him all the aid in our power,
unless he is discovered to be the mere tool or treacherous ally of the
Maharaja and Maharani. The Maharaja's weakness is as deplorable as the
Maharani's wickedness. Despite this difference in character, and a dif-
ference as well in their aims, these two act together all too frequently
--perhaps because the Maharani's stronger mind dominates--in all schemes
of avaricious and revengeful cruelty at home and of faithless, crafty,
and presumptuous restlessness abroad.lO

10. My Munshi will deliver the Governor General's Kharita to the
Maharaja this afternoon. As soon as the effect becomes known, I shall
report immediately. Only after the most mature deliberation have I
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decided to deliver the letter without waiting for Colonel Oliver's troops
to approach nearer. At the same time I have decided not to postpone the
troop movement until after I shall have learned the effects of the Kharita.
These two lines of action are so interconnected and offer such hope for
present and future gain that I dare not interrupt their sequence at a time
when one cannot safely evaluate the present change in Ministry.

11. In trying to foresee the effects of a strict adherence to your
instructions of the 26th October, notwithstanding the change of Ministers,
one should not forget that, if Fatteh Jung is sincere, only in this way
will he gain the support he needs in order to adopt and carry through,
despite the threats and allurements of the Maharaja and Maharani, that
equitable and humane policy at home and abroad which, before his appoint-
ment, he promised his fellow Chiefs he would pursue. On the other hand,
if he is insincere, pressing ahead with your instructions is the only
effective way to control Fatteh Jung, the Maharaja, and the Maharani. In
the meanwhile Laxmi Devill and the great majority of the Chiefs of Nepal
will continue to work for the gradual development of a policy in which
(as they think, and justly think, I believe) their safety and the safety
of all Nepal are inseparably involved.

12. In conclusion I beg to express my gratitude for the very flat-
tering terms in which the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council
has been pleased to refer to my efforts in the recent negotiations with
the Darbar. I wish also to assure His Lordship that I shall do my ut-
most to realize the aims of Government.

I have, etc.

hhkkkkkkk

Government to Resident Hodgson, 23 November 1840]2

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the
8th November reporting the official appointment of Chautaria Fatteh Jung
as Premier and of a conference with him—-also of the proceedings of the
Darbar and the policy to be pursued toward it.

2. In reply, I am directed to state that till the receipt ?f your
further reports His Lordship in Council has no instructions to give in

addition to those conveyed in my letters of the 26th October and 2nd
November to your address.

I have the honor, etc.

kikkkkkk
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Resident Hodgson to Government, 15 December 1840]3

Hodgson reports an <important breakthrough in hie negotiations with
the Nepal Darbar. It is interesting to note that he suggeets the combined
possibility of eetzing the Nepal Tarai, hampering Nepal's India trade, and
foreing Nepal to finance the British troops posted on the Nepal border to
convince the King that he must submit to the Govermor General's demands.
Hig statements on the Nepal Tarai were, of course, totally mis—informed,
as the Govermor General would later point out. The Tarat had been retwrned
to Nepal with complete finality in December 1816 and the border surveyed
and marked tn 18l7. Hodgson, however, never retracted his 'hint' which
profoundly disturbed the Darbar:

Kkkkkkkk
Sir,

To continue my despatch of the 24th November, I have the satisfaction
to inform you that matters appear to have improved since that date. I no
longer have any doubt about the sincerity and good intent of the new
Premier Fatteh Jung, and his power is becoming more adequate for his
purposes. In the present circumstances I have not thought it expedient
to give him my full and direct support, nor has he thought it wise to
request it. In consequence he is still obliged to move slowly, which is
not without its risks and inconvenience.

~ Ulgimately, I believe, a satisfactory arrangement may be worked out.
In the meanwhile the Right Honorable the Governor General may be assured
that neither the new Minister nor I will lose sight for a moment of the
delicacy of our separate or joint positions.

2. I proceed now with my report of the events and debates that have
occurred here since my last despatch on this subject.

The Governor General in Council is already aware that the Maharani,
in order to prevent any effective change in the policy of the administra-
tion of the State, proceeded to Nuwakot on the 22nd of November attended
by the new Minister; and that on the following day I challenged this pro-
cedure to the Maharaja in Darbar. At that time the Maharaja assured me
that the Rani had gone merely to perform some religious ceremonies, which
would require only a few days, but that he would order the Minister not
even to stay that long but to return immediately. His Highness--perhaps
sincerely--attempted to persuade the Rani to return and for that purpose
sent most of the Chiefs of both parties to her. She would not be per-
suaded. The new Minister considered it imprudent to leave her and, since
he was anxious for her to return to Kathmandu, seems to have agreed to -
the Raja's going to Nuwakot himself. This the Raja made arrangements
to do on the 2nd.
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3. As soon as I learned of this, I sent my Munshi to the Darbar to
ask if the rumor were true and to say that if the Raja really went to
Nuwakot, I expected to be invited to accompany the Court. Once the Raja
went to Nuwakot, I argued, the Court would technically be at Nuwakot ase
long as the Raja remained there.

The Raja offered many excuses for not inviting me, but to all of
these I returned the same answer: according to custom, my place was with
the Court, wherever that might be, and the business I had in hand would
not permit me to be separated from the Court even for a single day.
Twice already the Rani's return had been postponed, and who could say

whether the Raja also might not be detained beyond the 3 or 4 days he
planned to be away?

4. The objections of the Darbar were thus at length overcome. A
convenient precedent was established. At the same time any schemes they

might have had for evading the Governor Ceneral's immediate demands were
defeated.

The Raja set out on the morning of the 3rd. I followed slowly and
halted at a bungalow of my own on the way. At length, on the 5th, the’
Raja's impatience overcame him and he sent an escort for me, When I
entered my camp I was received with unusual deference, and in a short
while the Raja himself came to visit me. He pretended that he had been

in the neighbourhood to look at a fishing party--his own camp being two
miles off.,

The ‘First Discussion

5. The Maharaja was attended by Fatteh Jung, Dalbhanjan Pandey,
and the Mahila Guru. After a time he invited me to a private conference,
to which I summoned wy Assistant. As usual, His Highness sought to make
me open the debate. I declined to do so, saying directly and distinctly
that I had come to Nuwakot only in conformity to custom, which assigned
my place at the Raja's dwelling wherever it might happen to be and also
from a sincere feeling of sympathy with the Raja's apparent blindness to
his real situation and my corresponding determination not to be an acces-
sory to this blindness or to its consequences. I told him that every
hour and every day were important to me, and therefore the sin of delay
should not lie at my door if I could possibly prevent it. These were the
motives that had brought me to Nuwakot. Once there, I had nothing to-do
other than to point as before to the Governor General's letters, the
strong language of which needed no comment, and to wait for the Darbar to

comply Yith His Lordship's demand for guarantees of the Darbar's future
good faith and good conduct.

6.

) The Raja said he was ready to do whatever the Governor General
required.

; However, regarding the British force on the frontier, he begged
me to 1ntercede--to interfere--to give time~-to remove the troops. 1 told
him that it was quite impossible for me to do any of these things as long
as. I had no guarantee that I could trust the Darbar's official pledges and
assurances to me. Up to that moment no such guarantee had been given to
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me. Much the contrary, 'Wherefore were we now there,' I asked, 'and
could the Minister who stood beside me engage for the prospective validity
of any material pledge or promise? Could his companions do so? And had
they indeed any sort of even seeming official character and function?
They had not, the Raja well knew; and therefore I could only express my
surprise at His Highness' persevering and infatuated disregard of not my,
but the Governor General's words and acts--words and acts that even a
child might comprehend the full drift of.' His Highness said he could
and did comprehend them. He begged me to specify the evil counsellors
whom I wished to see sent away; that he was ready to dismiss them. I told
him that I could not specify any such individuals nor could any of his
own worthless advisers such as I saw around me. Both they and I must
first see some better evidence of His Majesty's change of heart than wvas
furnished. by questions such as these, which no man of sense would at
present answer.

The Tarai Threat

7. At this point the Minister remarked that of course sincere and
adequate de facto compliance with the Governor General's demands would
alone suffice. It would not do for the Darbar to propose to set aside
'one or two insignificant persons.' I should not have understood the
Minister's allusion, had his brother not foreswarned me that the mischief-
makers had persuaded the Rani, and almost persuaded the Raja, to insult
me with a proposal to name Laxmi Das (a Munshi) and another person not
more influential or Karbir Khatri as the persons responsible for the
Governor General's censure., As it was, I saw the Minister's meaning at
once, and at once resolved to give him the support he evidently was seek-
ing from me to quash an offensive project of the Darbar's. 1 answered
warmly that certainly no insignificant persons and mere agents of the
Darbar's orders were intended by the Governor General's demands. I was
amazed to hear such an idea even discussed. The Darbar could, of course,
do as it pleased, but the only thing such a proceeding would achieve
would be an increase of suspicion and of insult on the part of my Govern-
ment. The Darbar, I repeated, seemed infatuated. Rather than feeling
disposed or authorized to intercede once again for the Darbar, 1 might
soon be compelled to remind His Lordship that Nepal's tenure of the Tarai
was not absolute, nor her commerce with the Plains beyond the reach of
our control, nor her privilege to burden us with the cost of military
precautions unquestionable.

8. These last hints were not spontaneous. I had given very deli-
berate thought to them. However, it was the immediate occasion that
prompted me to use them, and they evidently produced a beneficial effect
upon the Raja. His manner at once became more serious and even anxious.
I then told him that the one thing he must do without quibble was to per-
mit and enable the new Premier to proceed without delay to the formation
of a Cabinet. Once he had done this, His Highness would not find either
myself or the more immediate friends and servants of the state slow to
give such advice as might yet solve the crisis brought on (wrongfully to
my Government, and traitorously to his) by persons whose real intentions
and character would very soon be apparent to His Highness.
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The Beginning of Change

9, The effect of this conversation with the Raja soon began to be
visible. Instead of insulting me with propositions to make Munshis and
the like the scapegoats of the Darbar's guilt, I received on the next
day, or 6th, a message announcing the disgrace of the Raj Guru. On the
following day the Raja himself informed me that he had removed from
office Karbir and Kulraj Pandey (the brother and cousin of the late

Minister) who, with the Raj Guru, were the most influential and mischie-
vous persons in the Darbar.

In the morning of that day, the 7th, the Raja had also informed me
that since he had failed to persuade the Rani to go home, he had deter-
mined to go himself and settle matters, as he hoped, to my satisfaction.
At 3 o'clock p.m. he again came to my camp. After first inviting me to
a private debate with himself and his Minister on the way, he begged me
to accompany himself on horseback to Kathmandu. This I did. It may be
worthwhile to add that that arrogant person, the Raj Guru, when he passed
my tents on his way to the City, asked for and failed to obtain permission
to visit me. Also, after only three days, that towering lady, the Maharani,
found it expedient to return unasked to Kathmandu.

10. During my ride back to Kathmandu with the Raja and his Minister,
His Highness said his removal of his Guru and two of the principal Kala
Pandeys were proof of his being sincere. His immediate return home mus{,
he thought, also be regarded in that light. I replied that the removals,.
although they were still only verbal, were good as far as they went, but
that the one thing that was really necessary was practical change. I
should not expect this until I saw the foundatiom of a new administrative
family firmly laid. During the past year, I said, the Premier had been
completely invisible, despite the importance of the Darbar's business
with me. If he had to send his colleagues, they appeared in a perpetual
rotation. As if that was not enough to destroy the idea of responsibility,
they had, when I challenged them, repeatedly and expressly declined that
responsibility and had laid the burden for this, against all decency and
all admissable doctrine, on their sovereign. This manner of proceeding,
I said, was the great source of my complaints. I could not possibly feel
confident about the future conduct of the Darbar until this systematic

evasio? was ended by the establishment of a responsible administration
according to the law and constitution of Nepal.

11. The Raja, as usual, promised to comply, and now there was—-at

least in his manner--some distinct evidence that he had become aware of
the nature and the weight of his promise.

The Minister Talks Strategy

_ 1?. On the 10th, at his request, I met the Minister and held a con-
fidential conference with him in the course of a ride. He was alone,
and so was I. He began by thanking me warmly for the support I had given
h}m despite the fact that circumstances forced him to act what must have
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appeared to me a doubtful role. I must not, he continued, abandon him

in the days ahead, and he should then feel confident that his efforts
would succeed. This success, however, might not be so immediate as I
seemed to desire and expect--unless indeed I was prepared to take the
lead: At this point he presented me with an option. He explained that
he had followed the Rani to Nuwakot and remained with her there in order
to keep her, as much as possible, out of the hands of the mischief-makers.
The Rani, he said, was fickle and inconsistent as well as violent--so
much so that he feared her understanding had been somewhat impaired.

The Raja lacked firmness and was too much under her influence. Never-
theless, he thought his best policy was to-try to carry both of them
along with him. He asked my opinion and advice on this point and then
proceeded to observe that he had made a useful impression on both of

them. All things considered, if I were willing to take the lead by in-
sisting on the removal of specific individuals, he could assure me the
Darbar would immediately fulfil the Governor General's demands. The mis-
chief-makers were many, he continued. I should probably not choose to
meddle directly with any but the chief ones: Karbir Pandey, Kulraj Pandey,
Jagat Bam Pandey, Dal Bahadur Pandey, Amar Shahi, Kul Chand Shahi, Ranbam
Thapa, and lastly the Raj Guru. Did I wish to denounce these persons my-
self by name or allow him to have them removed more gradually? And, to
what extent did I want these persons removed? from office only? from
the immediate presence of the Raja? from the City? or also from the
Valley? Did I want them removed shamefully or to allow all possible con-
sideration for the prejudices of the Raja and Rani in their favor? He
contintied that his own plan—-which I encouraged him to follow with no
further or more open support from me than he thought absolutely necessary
--was to continue pressing upon the attention of the Raja and Rani the
critical position of the State, the language of the Governor General, and
the pressure of the British force on the frontier. I should help with some
further exhortations in the spirit of those which had already done so much
good; and, if he proved he deserved it, he would rely on the eventual
forebearance of my Government. He did not propose to give the Darbar the
least inkling of this at the present. However, the assurance that he might
expect this and as well the right to say later that this was something

he had achieved by his own power would encourage him and sustain him both
now and in the future. He said he realized the importance of what I had
said to the Raja about the need for a firm, steady administration. He
proposed to call into his ministry Rangnath Pandit and Kishore, his
brother, Dalbhanjan, Pushkar Shah, and Guru Prasad, of whom he asked my
opinion. He said his chief difficulty would be with the Darbar. Though
the army needed reform, as he realized, he assured me that its military
qualities had not been weakened by the events of the past few months.
Whoever was given the Raja's authority to command the army would have no
real difficulty in controlling the troops. He said he first proposed to
gain the military Chiefs and officers to his side. He then planned to
rotatel4 the officers and afterwards the men and thus to disperse the
existing mass of the army according to the law and usage of Nepal. He
added that he had already made three very important changes by substitut-
ing Captain Abhiman Rana for Kulraj Pandey in the paymaster-generalship,
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Bal Bahadur Kunwar for Prasad Singh in the Causi, and Bajra Ban Shahi
for Karbir Pandey in the Kumari Chowk, or board of revenue and accounts. b

He hoped these arrangements had my approval, which he would be eager
to obtain for each particular measure until he had established and set
in motion his administration. Finally he informed me that I must soon
expect an official visit from him. This would have the double object of
again requesting me to name the persons whose removal from Government I
desired but also to request a further period of grace for the Darbar.
With regard to the latter, he said he had found it useful to tell the
Raja that my denunciation of delay in proceedings meant that I had been
given a certain period within which to bring about reform. If this had
not been my strict meaning, it would be better if I did not go out of
my way to clarify my meaning but rather to grant a limited further period
according to my judgement and to the terms of his coming request. He
suggested that I follow my own opinion in regard to naming unwanted
individuals. But I might rely upon him to do his best in the event that
I wished to remain in the background on the point.

13. The Minister's explanation seemed to me to be very frank and
open. His whole manner and language tended to deepen in my mind the
favourable impression which such a conversation would naturally create.
Since he had previously told me frankly that he was not able to carry
out his views, his present cautious but generally hopeful comments on this
point seemed reasonable. I therefore promised him that I would continue
to give him the type of support I had been giving him and pointed out
that the national sentiment of the Gorkhas fully confirmed the wisdomof
limiting my efforts to the background, as he had himself so well suggested.
I assured him that if he thought it expedient to dismiss or treat leniently
some of those to be dismissed from government, this should have my entire
approval. I further assured him that he should have the credit for saving
the Tarai and warding off the other threatened penalties, if his policies
proved successful. I also pointed out the necessity of his gaining the
sympathy and cooperation of all the well-disposed Chiefs. I did.not refuse
him the extension of time that he had adverted to, but urged on him the
need for firmmess, decision, and promptitude.

Evaluation

_ 14, Too little time has passed since my conference with the Minister
to judge whether his measures will prove generally successful or not, how-
ever, whatever has happened has been promising. It is perhaps too much
to s§y’that, if T had acted boldly along the lines suggested to me by
the Minister, success would have been certain. The choice, however, has
been mad§, and I would like to assure the Right Honorable the Governor
General in Council that there is no need to fear complete failure. The
Minister is cautious and lenient by nature and appears dicposed to act
towards h}s.political opponents with a forebearance which deserves success.
The opposition seem to be concerned only with weathering the present storm.
.However, 1f.the Minister loses no time in making common cause with his
natural allies, the body of Chiefs, and in forming out of them the admin-
istration he has indicated to me, I shall have good hopes that he may be
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supported and strengthened in his difficult position with no more inter-
ference on my part than a manly prudence need, or ought to, show.

15. Yesterday, the 15th, the Minister paid me the promised official
visit. He was accompanied by Dalbhanjan Pandey and Krishna Ram, the
Mahila Guru; both well-disposed. Krishna Ram is a very remarkable man
who, however, has told me in confidence *hat he is not yet satisfied as
to his own position and that of several others of the Minister's friends
and supporters. The Minister repeated the two requests for which he had
already prepared me. I agreed to withhold from the Governor General any
final report for ten days more. At the same time I refused either to
name or to suggest the exact treatment that should be given to the Chiefs
to be dismissed. Such a course of proceeding on my part would prevent
the Darbar from showing that sincerity which, above all things, was all
important. Besides, I argued, this would b. a needless interference in
the special function of these new and worthy Counsellors of the Raja whom
I saw around me. I then pointed, once again and emphatically, to the
language of the Governor General's Kharita, supported as it was by the
movement of our troops to the frontier, and I concluded by observing that
only someone who was wilfully blind could mistake the meaning of such
signs of the indignation of a mighty Government.

16. I understand that we may really expect the Raj Guru to depart
for Banaras. Also, that the matter of the petitions sent to the Nepal
Government will be taken up in a manner designed to create confidence
in the outcome of the trials. Jagat Bam and some others of the Kala
Pandeys, it is proposed to remove from the Court with honorable banish-
ment under the cover of employment in the districts. Other similar
measures are planned and are likely to be carried out. If this does
happen, the power of the new Premier may be regarded as somehow in pro-
portion to what seems to me his unquestionable good will.

17. Within the last few days the presence of our troops on the
frontier, and their apparent intention to remain, has become a matter
no one can doubt. The results of the alarm caused by this troop movement
has already been felt in the revenue collections in the Tarai and people
fear the future effects will be even greater.

The Darbar, however, is too conscious of its weakness at this moment
to dare to make any counter demonstration lest hostilities break out at
a time when the Darbar is divided by domestic and political faction and
folly. These are the circumstances and effects that I foresaw when I
suggested at the beginning of December that Government push its advantage
over Nepal to the extent necessary to insure submission on the Darbar's
part. I still have this opinion, but I confess that the Darbar's resis-
tance has proved more obstinate than I had anticipated (owing to the
military stress upon our remote frontier of the Sutlej) and that the late-
ness of the season may caution us not to hope for an early success.
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18. Total failyre of our programme has not yet been announced, nor
do I think that we need fear it. The result may indeed, after all, be
success and even complete success-—and this, too, even though Government
should not think fit to further strengthen my hands. At the same time,
we should not lose sight of the fact that the results may be less than we
hope. In this regard, it may be necessary, I believe, to retain Colonel
Oliver's force on the frontier for some months to come. Should this be
necessary, Nepal may be compelled during the coming cold season to pay
the expenses of the force as well as other penalties in proportion to her
delinquency. In the meanwhile, with the present military force at her
door and the threat that we will resume the Tarai suspended over her head
by the hair of one additional wrong done us, I think we can be sure that
the state of our relations with Nepal will continue as satisfactory as it
has been during the year which is just closed.

I have, etc.

hkkkkkkh
Government to Resident Hodgson, 21 December 184016

This letter oy instructions to Hodgson is undoubtedly the most
eritical in his career. The Govermor General clearly instructs Hodgson
to use his influence on the MNepal Darbar to bring about the desired
change in the Darbar's personnel and policies. No caution is given
Hodgson at this time. That Hodgson misunderstood the. Govermor General'§
intentions s clear from later events, but these intentions are by no
means clear in this letter, which appears to give Hodgson a free hand tv
do as he thinks best. By the time the Govermor General realized that

Hodgson has misunderstood him and clarified his instructions, the damage
had been done.

khkkkkkkk

Sir,

I am directed by the Governor General of India in Council to inform
you that a reply to your despatch of the 24th of November has hitherto
been postponed in consequence of its being necessary to examine with care
the former records of the Government when the question of the terms on
which the Tarai tracts, ceded by the treaty of 1815 were restored. to the
Nepal Darbar. You have however been confidentially informed of the

general views of the Governor General on the state of affairs as described
1n your communication above referred to.

2. H%s Lordship in Council now instructs me to state to you that he
has perceived with much regret that the expectations of effectual assis”
tance from the well-disposedChiefs of Nepal, on which you had in the first
instance been led to rely have not been realized, and that it appears
probable that the whole pressure on the Maharaja with a view to secure
a more homest and friendly administration, must proceed directly from your”
self as the representative of the British Government.
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3. The recent military movements in the British territories by
which a great part of our force has been withdrawn to the Northwest
Frontier may possibly have contributed to this result and the difficulties
of your position have been in consequence augmented--but it sppears proper,
in the contemplation of the continuance of our unfavourable condition of
things at Kathmandu, to explain to you the principles in which recent
measures of the Governor General in Council have been founded, and the
mode in which it is desired that you should at present act in giving
effect to them.

4. The Governor General in Council has directly stated to the
Maharaja that the British Government mwust 'wholly withdraw its confidence
from the Darbar of Nepal while it shall be guided by its present evil
counsellors and must look to the employment of force, and to mo further
hollow regulations, wherever it rightly may appear to be in the least
degree exposed to injury.' You have been authorized also to use your
endeavours to promote, to the utmost degree conmsistent with prudence,
the object of procuring the removal (really as well as in name) of the
obnoxious ministers of Nepal, and the appointment of a trustworthy
administration in their place.

5. His Lordship in Council is disposed to place every reliance on
your discretion, and he would not wish to fetter you in the adoption of
the particular tone or language which you may think it best to employ to
secure the attainment of the ends confided to you. He yet looks to a
satisfactory issue to your exertions but he thinks it right to impress
upon you in general terms the necessity for caution and circumspection.

6. So long as the Maharaja may refrain from adopting that real
change of counsellors and measures which the British Government has
desired, the position of estrangement in regard to the State of Nepal
which has been announced in the Governor Generel's letters must be
continued--and you are at liberty to stress this feeling so as to make
manifest to the Court that the sentiments and purposes of your Govern-
ment remain unchanged.

You may decline all national and personal courtesies and civilities,
and confine yourself strictly to the formal transaction of indispensable
business--while, however, ro act is committed by the Darbar directly
injurious to British interests, no more menacing or unfriendly proceeding
on our part is necessary for the maintenance of our honor or our dignity
or would in itself be expedient at this season.

You will feel it also your particular duty to show that the aliena-
tion which you may be called upon to display is the effect only of public
causes, and has no connection with personal feelings. You see too the
propriety of avoiding such direct collision with the Darbar as would be
productive of any serious embarrassment to your position, and thus com-
promise the character of your Government in general estimation, at a ‘
moment when it might be impossible to render to you vigorous protection
and support.
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7. On the subject of the supposed conditional tenure, by which it
has appeared to you that a large portion of the Tarai is held by rhe
Nepal Government, and to which you recommend a reference in your further
negotiations with the Maharaja, His Lordship in Council directs me to
state that, after careful examination he does not find that the view
which you have formed is confirmed by the records of the period in which
the tracts in question were relinquished. You will observe by letters
from the Resident of the 6th and 12th of October 1817 that the cession
of these tracts was expressly treated as absolute and final, and that
the Governor General in Council was quite willing, had it been agrecable
to the Darbar, to execute a formal supplementary treaty embodying the
territorial arrangements to which you allude--and that when it was scen
that the execution of a new instrument in this form would not be accept-
able, the ministers were informed (to use words of Mr. Gardner's despatch)
'that the official notes which he had interchanged with the Government,
with the surveys of the common frontier as accepted, are considered as
fully sufficiently binding on both States.’' The same declaration was
made in a direct letter from Mr. Gardner to the Nepal Raja on the 1llth
of October 1817 and the terms of that letter were approved by the
despatch of Mr. Adam in reply, dated October 31, 1817.

8. Under these circumstances the Governor General in Council must
be precluded from authorizing the language you have recommended respect-
ing the tenure of the Tarai, but while he would not debar you from a
reference to such particular considerations affecting the Darbar as you
may think expedient and not prematurely and unduly irritating, he would
not, in any event, be inclined to hold out a particular threat of this
nature, unless he should see reason at the same time to be prepared to
declare a general rupture with the Nepal State. You will be satisfied,

therefore, of the care and delicacy with which this subject must be
approached by you.

. 9. 'Having placed you in possession of these views, His Lordship
in Council will not embarrass you by more precise and minute instructions

on any of the detached points which your communications have brought under
his notice.

I have the honor, etc.

T.H. Maddock

Rhkhkkki

Resident Hodgson to Government, 4 January 1841]7

Hodgson's despatch of 4 January 1841 carries a long description of
the events that led up to the installation of the new Cabinet with its
strong party qf supporters. This letter is “mportant not only for its
details of this politiecal maneuvering, in which Hodgson was deeply in-
volved, but also for the description of the govermment offices which
Hodgson saw fit to enclose. His knowledge of the local scene makes this
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an invaluable addition to our knowledge of the bureaucracy of the Kathmandu
Darbar at this time.

kkhkkhkk
Sir,

In continuation of my despatches to you of the 8th and 12th of
November and the 16th of December on the subject of my negotiations with
this Court to secure a real change of attitude and policies of the
Nepalese Cabinet, I have the honor to inform you that these negotiations
have been closed. Yesterday I accepted at this place (Nuwakot) the
documents which I herewith enclose as appendices Nos. 1, 2, and 3.

2. No. l is a Memorandum to me under the seal of the Raja. It
announces the Darbar's acceptance of the Governor General's demands that
the evil Counsellors should be dismissed and good ones substituted for
them. The following persons have been discharged and appointed:

Dismissed Appointed
The Raj Guru Chautaria Fatteh Jung Shah
Karbir Pandey Guru Prasad Shah
Kulraj Pandey Rangnath Pandit
Kul Chandra Shahi Krishna Ram Pandit
Amar Shahi Dalbhanjan Pandey
Ranbam Thapa ' ! Pushkar Shah
Indra Bir Thapa K»1u Shahi

3. No. 2 is a personal pledge on the part of the 94 principal and
subordinate Chiefs of all parties, but chiefly of the new Ministry's
party, to maintain friendship and good faith with the British Government
through the Resident, whose safety and honor they engage to see to. The
document has been attested by their individual signatures and seals.

4. No. 3 is a Kharita from the Maharaja to the Right Honorable the
Governor General in reply to His Lordship's two last severe letters of
warning to His Highness. 1In his reply the Maharaja professes in respect-
ful and apologetic terms to have complieu with the Governor General's
advice, which he says he realizes was given in a friendly spirit and
which has therefore been received and acted upon in that spirit by himself,
as the documents furnished and the communications made to me would show.

5. There is no reason to object to either the substance or the tenor
of thesc communications, except the omission of Ranjung Pandey's name from
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the list of discarded mischief-makers (he is in fact dismissed from
office). Even that omission is understandable in the light of the mental
infirmity which, it is generally believed, has afflicted him for some
months past. With this important exception, and that of Jagat Bam Pandey,
who also ought to have been expressly shut out, the persons excluded and
included are precisely those who ought to have been so. Nor can it be
denied that these changes have actually begun to take place.18 There 1is
thus room to hope that the new Premier may succeed in gradually establish-
ing his authority with little or no further direct aid from me. At least
he should be able to maintain his present position until next November.
If he does so, the Government will be able, both cheaply and easily, to

settle Nepalese affairs in whatever way seems best in the then prevailing
circumstances.

Evaluation

6. For this reason there are grounds for satisfaction at what has
been accomplished. While one cannot deny or conceal the fact that the
concessions, though made in good faith, have not yet been completely
carried out and will have no practical value until they are, at least
we have a suitable compromise to cover a prudent retreat until next
November, when further pressure can be applied if it proves necessary.
And, though further pressure may indeed be required, I think the party
which has now distinctly placed itself on the side of good faith and
friendly relations will prove powerful enough in the interim for its owh
and my protection. Also, if coercion should later prove necessary, this
same party will be the means of reducing to a minimum the cost and
trouble such coercion would involve.

7. So far my attempt to carry out the Governor General's instruc-
tions by securing a real change of the men and policy of this Cabinet
has been only partly successful. Naturally my effort has caused some
irritation, and this the opposition have magnified by every trick they
know--and with the secret consent of the Palace. In these circumetances,
and in view of the Governor General's later instructions of 21lst Decem
ber as well as the lateness of the season, I have completely stopped
my efforts until next November. That this was necessary for me, my
a}lies have agreed. But they feel it would not be safe for them to do
likewise. They have consequently asked that for the present Colonel
0¥iver's force remain on the frontier. Convinced as I am of theit
sincerity and prudence, I have agreed to this.

8. 1In an effort to intimidate me and the new Ministry, placards
and letters have been written in the name of the soldiers. The soldiers,
powever, have had nothing to do with this campaign and do not support
it. At a later date I will probably send a more detailed report on this
sub!ect. For the present I need only mention that this campaign is
designed to stir up the soldiers against us. The authors of the letters
and plac§rds are known, as is the ultimate instigator of the campaign—-
.the Senior Queen and the seven dismissed counsellors. The campaign it~

self was conceived and is being carried out by Jagat Bam Pandey--and
perhaps Ranjung Pandey. -
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9. The Senior Queen has violently opposed all change in the poli-
cies and administrators of the Darbar. One might well wonder why, con-
sidering her vehement ill-will and her great influence, we did not post-
pone our opposition to her until we were sure of success. In answer one
can only say that there was a good chance of success, and we may still
succeed. In any event, we were not free simply to accept or refuse the
struggle, as will be clear if Government recalls that during the past
two years--when we did nothing--the number of totally unprovoked aggres-
sions increased rapidly.

10. As it is, we have almost succeeded several times. Success has
been postponed rather than lost. And we have kept alive the possibility
of a cheap and easy victory if one day it becomes necessary to take
extreme measures. In the meanwhile, there is, it is true, increased
irritation with the Residency, but there are also stronger safeguards
in the declared support and mutual interests of a large body of Chiefs.

Chronological Narrative

11. I proceed now with a narrative of the principal events that have
led to these results:

On the 7th December the Minister's brother and associate in the new
Cabinet, Guru Prasad Shah, together with Krishna Ram, Dalbhanjan Pandey,
and Kalu Shahi (also members of the new Cabinet) came to me at the Resi-
dency to show me a rough draft of the Raja's engagement. With a few
alterations in the names of those dismissed or admitted, this forms
Appendix No. 1 of this despatch. To the seven members of the new Cabinet
mentioned in paragraph No. 2, the names of Jagat Bam Pandey, Prasad Singh
Basnyat, and Ranjore Thapa had been added. The list of persons excluded
was limited to the first three names mentinned in the same paragraph.

12. This addition of members to be appointed and the reduction of
those to be dismissed were equally objectionable. Two of the three
individuals the Darbar wanted to have appointed in the new Cabinet were
among the chief mischief-makers. And so few people had been excluded
that there was no hope that the Cabinet could control the ejected party.
All of this had been earnestly stated to the Darbar before the visit to
me, as I had been confidentially told in advance by the new Premier and
by Krishna Ram Pandit. Their objections however, had been overruled,
and the Darbar had insisted the matter be referred to me.

13. In these circumstances, since I was not willing myself to name
the individuals to be appointed or excluded, I could only evade the
question with the willing aid of my visitors. 1 answered therefore that
a Cabinet of seven members had already been proposed to me and accepted.
The adpission of any larger number would restore in large part that
irresponsibility that had been my chief complaint againsi the old regime.
A Cabinet of seven members therefore ought to be taken as a basis. This
arrangement could not be disturbed without the destruction of all con-
fidence on my part. I must therefore assume this basis as settled. Refer-
ring to any judgement of the new Cabinet so formed, I said I must beg to
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be excused. If I named the individuals who must be removed from office
or from the immediate presence of the Raja, I would be guilty of a need-
less and improper interference with the Cabinet's functions.

14. This was my answer to the Darbar‘s reference to me., I said
nothing to the Darbar or even to my visitors of the wantonly offensive
spirit which had persuaded the Darbar to attempt to appoint as Cabinet
members persons who were so well known to be opposed to good faith and
friendship with my Government as Jagat Bam Pandey and Prasad Singh. They
ought clearly to be dismissed and removed.

A Proposal to Form a Party

15. I noticed, however, that the members of the new Cabinet were
confused as to the way in which the list of admissions and rejections
was to be understood. This confusion I cleared for my visitors by
explaining that the formation of the administration was a separate ques-
tion from the formation of a party. The administration should be limited
in numbers. There was no objecrion, however, to admitting as many Chiefs
as possible to a declared and written support of the new order of things.
This idea was at once understood and made their own by my visitors, among
whom Dalbhanjan Pandey quoted his own experience in favour of a general
adherence to good faith and friendship with the Company. He said he had
been a party to such a declaration in Rana Bahadur's reign, and that this
declaration had been signed not only by the Ministers but by a large
number of their chief supporters and even by many of the opposition party
which was thus prevented in some degree from open onposition, since they

had si%ned a positive pledge to cooperate or at least to accept the
change. 19 .

16. Dalbhanjan therefore proposed that a general declaration should
be prepared on these principles, and this should constitute a second and
separate paper to be delivered to me along with the Lal Mohar from the
Raja. The Raja's Lal Mohar would list only the names of the Royal
Counsellors who had been dismissed and substituted. '

. .17. And thus, the general declaration forming No. 2 of the appendices
originated. This solution was so entirely in conformity with past usages
and with the constitution of this Government that the Darbar neither
coulq.norvdid offer any opposition to it, though the Darbar must have
reallz?d this would be a bond of strength to the new Ministry. At the
same time, the Ministry will be freed at once from the danger of con~ .

flicting opinions upon the question of the size of the Cabinet as compared
with the strength of the party.

] v18‘;A general declaration of support for a policy of'good faith and
friendship' was accordingly irmediately drawn up by the new Ministry. With
the CourF's entire sanction this was freely and frankly signed by most
of the Ch%efs. At this point the Darbar became eager to have this docu~
ment qelryered to me together with No. 1 of the appendices (in the state
in which it then was) and a Kharita for the Governor General. This, they
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thought, would close the negotiations and bring about the withdrawal of
the British troops from the frontier:

The Struggle Continues

19. I received a private warning of the Darbar'e plan of tactics
from the Premier on the 19th and another from Guru Prasad. Though
neither of them wanted to involve me farther tham I chose, both seemed
anxious to impress on me the necessity of having Document No. 1 made
more specific in terms of the disposal as well as the number of the
ejected bad advisers of the Darbar and of insisting further on practical
measures to implement the reforms that were still on paper.

20. Fatteh Jung let me know that Ranjung Pandey, his predecessor in
the office of Premier, had powerful protection. It might perhaps be
advisable to leave him sheltered under his pretended or real mental ill-
ness. Jagat Bam Pandey, Ranjung's nephew, though able and more dangerous
than the uncle, was so highly regarded by the people and so strongly
favoured by the Palace, that expediency might suggest that his name might
also be omitted from the black list. Kul Chand Shahi, however (he added),
as well as Ranbam Thapa, Amar Shahi, and Indra Bir Thapa must be placed
on that list, These were the most energetic mischief-makers. There was
proof enough that these four were all involved in projects which even the
Darbar could not defend. Amar Shahi was already charged with the matter
of the petitions,20 and Ranbam Thapa soon would be so. Though it might
be necessary to overlook the more powerful instigators of these and other
offences committed by these two individuals, yet the individuals them-
selves might be sufficiently disgraced, and punished, to act as a warning
to their principals. In conclusion, the Minister asked only a little
more time to accomplish these and other objectives without making me too
prominent. 'To give him time for this as well as to enable him to press
forward the practical part of the required engagements, he trusted I would
not prematurely accept any more papers that the Darbar might press on me
against the advice of the Cabinet. He also asked me to remember, when
the time for accepting the papers came, the importance of getting the
Maharaja to agree to them.

21. On the 21st the Premier, who had in the meanwhile prosecuted
Ranbam Thapa and Amar Shahi for presenting the petitions and for other
delinquencies which involved Indra Bir Thapa (thus giving a clear warning
to the more powerful supporters of these three) found he could no longer
deter the Darbar from proceeding. Accordingly on that day Dalbhanjan
Pandey, Guru Prasad Chautaria, and Krishna Ram (Krishna Pandit) came to
me to present the proposed papers for my acceptance: a Kharita, the
Raja's engagement (altered only by the omission of the three extra-
Ministers,) a substantial change no doubt), and the mutual pledge of the
Chiefs nearly as it now is. All these papers were ready to be forwarded
to Calcutta at once. The message of my visitors was that the Darbar had
thus complied with the demands of the Governor Gemeral, and therefore
the Darbar expected the British force stationed at Sagauli could be with-
drawn.
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The Maharani Must Support the Agreement

22. 1 replied to my visitors that the Governor General had demanded
not words but deeds. Without further comment upon the documents in their
present state, I must beg to decline them at present. The documents were
premature and unaccompanied by facts, which alone were necessary and
sufficient. I also expressed my hope and expectation that when these
documents were eventually presented to me in a state fit for acceptance
there would be evidence of the Maharani's participation in them, regard-
less of the manner in which this participation might be expressed.

23. The Maharani no sooner had heard that she was called upon to
express formally her support of the new regime than she immediately
betrayed her real feelings by her senseless and violent insistance that
she could have no official communication with the Resident. This she
argued boldly and dramatically despite the well-known recent transaction
in which she had not only taken part but had insisted upon addressing
me on public matters and in writing, though I had declined and excused
myself in every forrm. In like manner she had insisted upon official
conferences with me again and again until I had been forced to accept.
She had corresponded in her own name with foreign powers, the proofs of
which fact were at the moment in my possession and have been recently
shown to the Darbar with reference to the Secret Mission to Lahore which

was recently arrested at Banaras. And lastly, she had just countersigned
the Premier's sanad or diploma.

24. The Maharani passionately replied to these arguments that 1 must
have forgotten some of these events and that possibly I was misinformed
about others. When the Ministers told her that it’'was pointless for her
to imagine so, she (with blind inconsistency) took it upon herself to
?onvince me by opening an official communication in order to prove to me
in words that it was impossible for her to do so. On the 23rd Ras Singh
and Umakant came to me accordingly, but since I was not disposed to argue
Witb the Lady, I answered by pointing to the Lal Mohar of the 21st consti-
tyt}ng certain persons as the sole organs of official trust and responsi-
bility, and by remarking that I did not observe the name of either of the

envoys on.that list. Therefore I felt obliged, though with many apologies
to Her Highness, *o refuse all further answer.

25. The next day, or 24th, this ruse of mine was shown to have failed.
Three of the new Ministers came to me to repeat the Maharani's argument.
To thesg Ministers, who agreed with me that the point should be carried
if possible, I replied by appealing to the recorded facts of which my
forgetfulness had been assumed. I urged the Maharani to consider the
policy 9f obliterating the sense of her known support of objectionable
pr?ceedlngs by frank support of this most commendable one, the chief
o§Ject og which was the welfare of that country in which no one has 80
high an interest as she, the Mother of the Crown Prince.

26.

thes The Rani, however, could not be won over by arguments such as
ese.

The Premier told me this confidentially in the course of a ride



67

on the 25th. At that time he opened his mind frankly to me, and I gave

him the general advice that he should be guided (cautiously) by events

as he and his colleagues saw them. He then promised to visit me officially
the next day in company with Krishna Ram Pandit. Their public purpose
would be to request that I drop the demand for the Rani's support of the
new arrangement, but they really wanted to resume and complete yesterday's
review of the past and the prospects for the future.

27. Accordingly on the 26th December the Chautaria and Pandit came
to see me officially at the Residency. They at once delivered to me the
Darbar's message regarding the Maharani's support of the new order of
things. The Raja requested, they said, that as an old friend of the Darbar
I would no longer imsist upon the point in question, however reasonably
argued by me, but would accept His Highness' personal and direct assurance,
which he would make when the documents were delivered to me, that the
Maharani assented to and would abide by the proposed arrangement.

28. Of course, I agreed with the tenor of this message and responded
with many expressions indicating my earnest desire to prove myself indeed
the old and true friend of the Darbar. I suggested at the same time that
further opposition upon this point was not significant. Further debate
about the particular form of the documents might very well be postponed
until after the more urgent consideration of what must actually be domne
before any documents at all were accepted.

29. I thus proceeded to point out to my visitors in confidence that
they should insist upon no point which they could not carry. Regarding
the case of the Rani's support, I observed that while I saw great
advantage in gaining this, I thought it had been a serious error of policy
to press the matter so far without an almost certainty of success. Let
the Minister be especially careful, I continued, not to suffer a second
defeat and especially none in which I was expected to be involved with
them. Then, as a precaution against such a second defeat, I asked the
Chautaria to repeat his conversation with me of the preceding evening
and to restate particularly his position and purposes.

One Last Strategy Meeting

30. The Chautaria explained in detail the more perplexing difficulties
of his immediate situation. He said that the Rani's caprice and violence,
however excessive, affected him chiefly as they led her, by leaving
Kathmandu, to disturb the progress of events. Also, whatever the duplicity
and weakness of the Raja, he thought it was His Highness' extreme fears in
relation to my Government, which, just then, chiefly embarrassed the
Minister. He wished if possible to keep the Rani at home and to calm the
fears of the Raja so as to prevent any blind and hasty action such as the
mischief-makers were urging His Highness to take. It was necessary, of
course, to keep the Raja and the Rani too in healthy fear, and therefore
a few days previously the Minister had agreed with me that it would be
useful to move the Sagauli force a little forward. But now he found that
he must guard against too much fear leading the Raja to believe the
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calumnies of those who were trying to persuade His Highness that the
Minister and Resident were in a plot to deliver up the kingdom without

a blow being struck in its defence. He asked me therefore not to advance
the Sagauli Brigade any nearer to the frontier.

31. More generally the Minister continued to suggest, in regard to
plans, that two had occurred to him. First, to request me without further
delay to accept the Darbar's documents, but to state when I received them
that they would remain inoperative in the hands of the Governor General
until they were supported by the Darbar's acts. Until that time, the
British force could not be withdrawn. Or, secondly, to take a few more
days without any express demand or extension of time from me, in order
to push somewhat further the de facto changes already in progress, and
to improve the documents I wanted by inserting on the black list the
names of Kul Chand Shahi, Amar Shahi, Ranbam and Indra Bir Thapa, if not
also those of Ranjung and Jagat Bam Pandey.

32, Inreply I told the Minister that the Sagauli force had not yet
moved nor would it. With respect to his two plans, I thought that the
first consideration ought to be feasibility or the extent of his own power
to accomplish anything material in the next few days. I also told him
that the period for further effective insistance on my part was passing—-
in fact had passed. If he at all doubted his ability either to carry
through immediately any fresh changes of importance or to improve imme-
diately the documents intended for me in relation to the number or to
the disposal of the prime mischief-makers, he had much better at once

give me the papers as they were and I would accept them in the manner
he had proposed.

33. Again I urged him to attempt nothing in which I must distinctly
participate and which was at all likely to fail. However, I eaid that
1f'he decided otherwise and wanted to take steps to remove from the
gaJa's presence any of the chief mischief-makers, I could help him perhaps
in regard to ome particular individual, the Raj Guru, who had sent me
several so far unanswered messages expressing his desire to retire to
Banaras. The Chautaria might, I continued, if he thought proper, bring
th§se messages to the notice of the Darbar and give my assurance that the
Raj Guru would be allowed a safe and honorable asylum at the Holy City.

In this way he might advantageously urge the Raj Guru's immediate dis-
missal. -

34. My suggestion was gratefully accepted by the Minister. After
much debate with the Pandit upon the comparative necessity for further
measures and his power immediately to effect any, he finally decided to
take a few more days with no further aid from me than that of one more

revewed demand in my name upon the Darbar for deeds rather than words.
This course we accordingly agreed upon.

Off to Nuwakot!

(4

35. My visitors returned to the Palace thus prepared and soon had 2

Tong and satisfactory audience with the Raja and Rani. Express orders
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were issued at that time for the pajani, or patronage of office, to
proceed more rapidly but according to law under the Premier and his
colleagues. Numerous offences on the part of Ranbam Thapa, Indra Bir
Thapa, and Amar Shahi were quoted and granted, and their names as well

as that of Kul Chand Shahi were entered on the black liat without further
dispute. Even Ranjung and Jagat Bam were only faintly defended, and a
message was sent to the Raj Guru directing him to depart for Banaras.
During the remainder of that day and all the following one, deeds followed
the above verbal assurances, so that the prospect of a very successful
result seemed certain. Then, at midnight of the 27th, the Raj Guru
managed to obtain a secret interview with the Rani. The effect was seen
the next day. That Lady left the Palace for Nuwakot, taking along her
son the Crown Prince. Shortly afterwards what was the most serious of
the inflammatory placards appeared upon the walls of the City.2l The
following day, or 29th December, after a deplorable exhibition of weak-
ness and duplicity on the Raja's part in a conference with his Ministers
who were several times on the point of prevailing with him against the
Rani, His Highness followed his imperious consort.

36. Late in the evening this state of things was communicated to me
by the Darbar with a courteous announcement that due arrangements had
been made for me to follow the Court. 1 saw the critical nature of the
announcement at once. Had I not received your cautionary instructions
of the 21st only a few hours previously, I should probably have answered
it by demanding my passport, unless the Raja's journey was deferred. I
believe that if I had done so, I should have prevailed and have thus
terminated triumphantly a most anxious and tedious negotiation. I believe
moreover that the Raja himself expected, and was prepared to surrender
to such action on my part. It is certain that secret enquiries were made
among my people to find out if there were any indications at the Residency
that I planned to move southwards. But, as it was, I had received positive
instructions which only the most serious political event would justify my
ignoring. I therefore met the Darbar's announcement with silent accep-
tance, asking only that I be given a note certifying that the Chautaria
and Pandit's verbal communication to me was valid and stood. This was
promised and reached me shortly afterwards.

37. Proceeding slowly, as on the former occasion, I arrived at
Nuwakot on the 31st, receiving on my way and on my arrival all desirable
attention and courtesy. On the night of my arrival and on the following
morning I learned that the placarding campaign was being carried on at
Kathmandu with extraordinary bitterness and boldness and that there werc
no indications that any substantial changes in the way of appointments
to the Cabinet would be made in the near future, despite the language of
the note so lately delivered to me. I therefore determined at once to
search for ways to close my negotiation advantageously. With this in
mind, I had interviews with the Premier and Krishna Ram Pandit on the
1st and 2nd of January. Four additional names were added to the list of
the dismissed and discarded advisers of the Darbar, and some important
Chiefs added their names to the pledge of nmeutrality. We then agreed
that the papers which I now transmit to you should be officially offered
to and be accepted by me, in the terms and manner tou be presently recorded.
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38. There was a frankness, a prudence, and a quiet confidence
about the Premier on these occasions which impressed me deeply to his
advantage. He is not unaware of the difficulties and dangers of his
situation. But, though he admits his reliance on me, he neither incour-
teously nor ungenerously presses me to share more of his burden than I
am willing to take on myself. And while he speaks out strongly against

the cowardly and savage placards, he considers these best met by a nearly
total and contemptuous silence.

39. One incident may be added to illustrate his character. After
Krishna Ram, his compeer, had spoken with reasonable concern about the
placards, he suggested in the course of his comments that the party
might actually resort to some such personal violence as the opposition
were threatening in the name of the innocent soldiery. At this the
placid and quiet Chautaria quickly took fire and with emphasis declared
if it came to violence his difficulties would be over, because his per-
sonal allies and family were larger and not less brave than the Kala
Pandeys. But, he continued, 'Such thoughts are unworthy of the Statesman,
the Minister, the friends of the British Government, and 1 beg the
Resident's pardon for a momentary return to what no doubt occurred in
the barbarous times of our fathers, but ought never to disgrace ours.
The Resident shall see the placards and act regarding them as he may see
best. But, if he take my advice, he will rely upon my vigilance for his

safety and make no official mention of the matter to his own Government
or to the Darbar.'

The Documents Accepted

40. On the 3rd I went to see the Maharaja, as I had arranged, to
receive the engagement and Kharita of the Darbar, as finally corrected
and as now transmitted to you. When the Minister handed them to me, he
méde a courteous speech skilfully adapted to favour my reply and concluded
with a request on the Maharaja's part that I would accept the documents
as now improved and as now in some considerable degree supported (as 1
knew) by corresponding acts. Wherefore, he observed, the Maharaja hoped

dissension between the Governments might cease and the British force be
recalled to its cantonments.

41.

A I tried to frame my reply so as to demonstrate as fully as
possible

that my past opposition had been compulsory, designed only for
the welfare of Nepal, and at all events stained with only a single drop
of the gall of personal bitterness. I had to calm the Raja without
abando?ing the Ministry. With this in mind, I said I did not have the
authority to remove the force or to accept the documents unconditionally:
At the same time, and with an eye to the future, I declared that I did
acce?t them; that I gladly recognized the improvements in them; and that
I still more gladly recognized the actual changes which had now taken
place. I added that I fully trusted that what remained to be accompliShed
would be done without unnecessary delay. At that time I should be joy-
fully serve as the Darbar's warm and hearty advocate with the Governor

General for the removal of the frontier brigade and for the complete
restoration of our customary friendly relations.
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42. 1 understand that my speech pleased the Raja and at the same
time fully answered the wishes and expectations of the Premier and his
colleagues. The Maharaja formally vouched for the Maharani and promised
to complete the measures in progress. Thus my audience closed. I will
not further intrude upon the time of the Governor General than to sug-
gest that for the present no action be taken on the paper I am now for-
warding until we see how far the promised and required changes are in
fact implemented under the guidance of the new Cabinet.

I have, etc.

hkkkkhkk

Appendix No. 1

The Maharaja of Nepal to Resident Hodgson, 2 January 184]22

(after compliments) TRANSLATION

The Governor General Lord Auckland has written stating that it was
necessary and proper to dismiss from office the individuals who had
disturbed the friendly feeling existing between the British and Nepal
Governments and to appoint in their places others who had the good of
the two Sarkars at heart, and that until the individuals who had so be-
haved had been dismissed there could be no real friendship on the part
of my Government.

According therefore to the note received from you I have enquired
into the matter and have decided upon dismissing those persons who have
disturbed the good understanding existing between the two Governments
accoraing to the subjoined list. In their places I have selected and
appointed Fatteh Jung Chautaria as my Prime Minister, associating with
him the Guru and Chiefs whose names are written below to assist him in
executing his variqus duties. I have made the above mentioned changes
in order that the friendship of the two Sarkars may continue as formerly
and whatever the Prime Minister and his colleagues now appointed may see
fit to do in order to strengthen the bonds of real friendship between
the two Sarkars will meet with my approval. There will be no change
made by me in the above appointments unless the persons holding them
shall commit any great crime. I have made and confirmed the above men-
tioned arrangements and they shall always remain so.

Individuals Appointed Individuals Discharged
Chautaria Fatteh Jung Guru Krishna Ram Misra
Guru Ranganath Pandit Chautaria Kul Chandra Shah

Guru Krishna Pandit Kazi Karbir Pandey



72

Individuals Appointed Individuals Discharged
Chautaria Puskar Shah Kapardar Kulraj Pandey
Chautaria Guru Prasad Shah Capt. Ranbam Thapa
Kazi Dalbhanjan Pandey Capt. Indra Bir Thapa
Kazi Kalu Shahi Kumedan Amar Shahi

(True translation)
Christie, Assistant Resident
Kkhhkkkk
Appendix No. 2

Agreement Signed by the Gurus, Chautarias, Chiefs, etc., of Nepal,
2 January 184123

TRANSLATION

We the wundersigned Gurus, Chautarias, Chiefs, etc., etc., of Nepal
fully agree to uphold the sentiments as written below, viz.

That it is most desirable and proper that a firm and steady friendship

should exist and be daily increased between the British and Nepal Govern-
ments;

That to this end every means should be taken to increase the friendly
relations with the Company, and the welfare of the Nepal Government;

That the Resident should ever and always be treatéd in an honorable
and friendly manner;

That if nevertheless any unforeseen circumstance or unjust or senseless
proceeding should at any time arise to shake the friendly understanding
which ought to exist between the two Sarkars, or to cause uproar and
mischief at Kathmandu, we should be responsible for it:

NAMES OF CHIEFS

Guru Rangnath Pandit Guru Krishna Pandit

Chautaria Birbind Parakram Shah Chautaria Pushkar Shah

Chautaria Fatteh Jung Shah Chautaria Guru Prasad Shah

Chautaria Daksha Shah Chautaria Babar Jung Shah



Kazi Go Prasad Shah

Kazi Janghir Pandey

Kazi Ranjore Pandey

Kazi Ranodip Singh Basnyat
Kazi Kulman Singh Basnyat
Kazi Bal Narsingh Kunwar
Kazi Narsingh Thapa

Kazi Dal Kesar Pandey
Kajanchi Yaranath Aryal
Sardar Bal Bhadraji

Sardar Dal Bahadur Pande
Sardar Dariyaleingh Basnyat
Sardar Rana Dhoj

Sardar Ran Jung Karki
Captain Jagat Bam Pandey
Captain Karna 3ingh Bogati

Captain Sarat Singh Pant

Captain Dirgha Singh Bhandari

Captain Bhaktaﬁar Bhandari
Captain Ahibarna Basnyat
Subha Laxmi Dar Pant

Subha Nawal Singh Bhakti
Tharghar Jaya Dev Pant
Tharghar Dey Datta Khanal
Tharghar Hari Bamsha Bohora

Captain Chakra Dhoj Pandey
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Kazi Dalbhanjan Pandey
Kazi Singbir Pandey

Kazi Jitman Singh Basnyat
Kazi Prasad Singh Basnyat
Kazi Abhiman Singh Rana
Kazi Kalu Shahi

Kazi Ran Gambir Pandey
Kazi Kirti Dhoj Pandey
Sardar Badri Ban Shabhi
Sardar Bal Bhanjan Pandey
Sardar Bakhat Singh Basnyat
Sardar Ram Bahadur Basnyat
Sardar Ras Singh

Captain Bir Bahadur Kunwar
Captain Moham Bir Shahi
Captain Surat Singh Thapa
Captain Sunman Singh Pant
Captain Sarvajit Bhandari
Captain Prahlad Thapa
Captain Gagan Singh

Subha Kali Das Pant
Tharghar Bhagirat Pandey
Tharghar Harku Aryal
Tharghar Mardan Singh Rana
Captain Shamsher Jung Pandey

Captain Rana Bikram Shah



Captain Gun Prakash Shah
Captain Rana Sur Shah
Captain Rana Bir Singh Basnyat
Captain Bal Bahadur Pandey
Captain Kanak Singh Pandey
Captain Bhuvan Singh Shahi
Captain Gajraj Karki

Captain Rabi Dhoj Adhikari
Captain Uzir Singh Thapa
Captain Fatteh Singh

Captain Bhavani Singh Khatri
Captain Him Dal Thapa

Subha Hira Lal Jha

Dittha Umanath Upadhyaya
Dittha Ram Nath Upadhyaya

Dittha Kanak Singh Basnyat

List of ch